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DEDICATED  TO  THE  YOUTH  OF  OCEANA  COUNTY 
OUR  "SPIRIT  OF  TOMORROW" 


VOUTH. . .  "SPIRIT  OF  TOMORROW" 

Two  hundred  years  ago  oua  fathers  fought  ion.  their 
ideas  o{  {Aeedom  and  liberty  in  hopes  {or  a  pH.o6peA.ota> 
{utuAe  and  to  make  a  li{e  better. 

Today,  we  continue  striving  "to  make  the  best  betteA" 
Qppontu.YivtA.ei>  {ok.  ckaAacteA  buildtng,  knowledge  seeking 
and  6  kilt  learning  ho  a  qua  youth  in  their  development  ai> 
ouA  citizen*  o{  tomorrow  will  pAomote  love,  peace  and 
understanding  in  qua  communities,  oua  countAy,  qua  nation 
and  ouA  wo  Aid* 

We  dedicate  this  book  to  the  VOUTH  in  Oceana  County. 
They  oac,  indeed,  oua  most  valuable  resource.    Ai>  ouA 
SpiAit  o{  Tomorrow,  youth  oac  challenged  to  tackle  pro- 
blems and  concern*  to  build  a  betteA  tomorrow  by  set- 
ting high  standards  and  establishing  realistic,  personal 
goals  as  they  prepare  to  assume  the  responsibilities  o{ 
adulthood. 

Oceana  County  4-H  -  South  Council 
and 

"Olde  Tyme"  Plat  and  History  Committee 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/oldetymeplathistOO 
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OCEANA  COUNTY  HISTORY 


(We  are  indebted  to  Rex  R.  Royal  for  furnishing  and  verify- 
ing the  accuracy  of  the  information  used  in  this  history.) 

As  far  back  as  March  2,  1831,   seven  years  before  Michigan  became  a 
state,  the  territorial  Legislature  laid  out  Oceana  County.     In  1838,  J. 
T.  Blois  printed  in  the  Gazetteer  of  Michigan,  which  he  published,  this 
description  of  Oceana  County:     "Oceana  County  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Mackinac  County,  east  by  Montcalm,   south  by  Kent  and  Ottawa,  West  Ottawa 
and  Lake  Michigan.     It  is  unorganized  and  attached  to  Kent  for  judicial 
purposes.     The  rivers  are  the  Rouge,  Muskegon  and  the  White.     It  is  said 
to  possess  a  body  of  excellent  land  that  is  in  the  possession  of  Indians, 
though  in  progress  of  survey.     It  contains  an  area  of  834  square  miles." 

If  you  were  to  compare  this  description  with  the  present  boundaries 
of  Oceana  County,  you  would  find  not  a  single  square  foot  of  the  present 
Oceana  County  is  in  what  was  laid  out  by  the  Legislature  in  1831.     We  got 
our  present  Oceana  County  in  1855.     The  first  white  settlement  was  on  the 
Lake  Michigan  shoreline,  at  the  mouth  of  Whiskey  Creek,  in  1849.  They 
came  up  here  from  White  Lake  and  thought  all  the  time  they  were  in  Oceana 
County.     Later  a  sawmill  was  built  by  Stony  Creek.     Still  another  settle- 
ment,  some  15  miles  north,  was  established  at  the  mouth  of  the  Pentwater 
River.     It  was  at  that  time  they  went  down  to  file  papers  at  Grand  Haven, 
they  met  at  Stony  Creek  and  made  up  their  mind  to  go.     They  got  there  just 
before  midnight  the  last  day  of  the  filing  date. 

At  the  time  Oceana  County  was  organized,   it  was  divided  into  three 
townships;  Pentwater,  the  full  width  across  the  northern  part  of  the 
county;   Stony  Creek,  which  was  later  called  Benona,  full  width  across  the 
middle;  Claybanks,  across  the  southern  portion.     While  the  original  borders 
ran  straight  across  the  county,   if  you  look  at  our  present  day  map  you'll 
notice  a  small  dip  in  what  is  now  Benona  Township,  down  by  Stony  Lake.  The 
reason  for  that  dip  was  assessment.     They  were  trying  to  assess  logs  on 
Stony  Lake  and  when  the  assessor  came  they  would  move  them  from  one  town- 
ship to  the  other.     He  couldn't  assess  them  in  Stony  Creek  when  they  were 
in  Claybanks.     He  would  go  over  to  Claybanks  and  they  would  move  them  back 
up  the  Stony  Creek.     So,  ultimately  the  county  cut  this  back  creating  the 
dip  so  that  all  of  Stony  Lake  would  be  in  the  same  township. 

1857  -  The  Board  of  Supervisors  ordered  the  organization  of  the  town 
of  Greenwood  by  taking  what  is  now  Greenwood  from  Claybanks  and  what  is 
now  Newfield  from  Benona.     Also  that  of  Elbridge  by  taking  what  is  now 
Leavitt,  Elbridge,  Hart  and  Golden  from  Benona. 

1860  -  Otto  was  ordered  to  be  organized  by  taking  from  Claybanks  its 
present  territory,  and  from  Benona  what  is  now  Ferry.     Weare  was  at  this 
time  ordered  organized  out  of  territory  that  now  comprises  the  towns  of 
Crystal  and  Colfax,  and  what  is  now  Golden  and  Hart  was  taken  from  Elbridge 
and  ordered  organized  as  Hart. 
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1862  -  Benona  was  divided,  and  that  portion  now  known  as  Benona  was 
ordered  organized  as  Leroy,  and  the  portion  now  known  as  Shelby  retained 
the  township  organization  and  name  of  Benona. 

1864  -  Golden  was  ordered  organized  out  of  Hart. 

1365  -  Crystal  was  ordered  organized,  taking  from  Weare  what  is  now 
Crystal  and  Colfax. 

1866  -  Newfield  was  ordered  organized,  taking  the  north  half  of 
Greenwood  territory.     The  town  of  Grant  was  ordered  taken  from  Claybanks, 
and  Leavitt  from  Elbridge. 

1867  -  By  Act  of  the  Legislature  the  name  of  Leroy  was  changed  to 
Benona,  and  Benona  to  Shelby. 

1868  -  Reed  Township  was  ordered  taken  from  Otto,  and  Colfax  from 
Crystal. 

1869  -  By  Act  of  the  Legislature  the  name  of  Reed  township  was 
changed  to  Ferry. 

1869  -  Township  of  Colfax  was  organized  out  of  the  territory  of 
Crystal. 

One  of  the  most  significant  aspects  to  Oceana  County  history  is  it's 
Indian  heritage.     It  is  estimated  that  three  different  races  of  Indians 
have  occupied  this  area.     The  Mound  Builders,  most  likely  being  the  first, 
followed  by  the  Ottawa  and  the  Pottawattomi .     The  Indians  came  to  Oceana 
County  early  in  the  fall  of  1857.     The  Indians  gathered  at  Grand  Haven. 
There  were  about  800  men,  women  and  children  in  the  first  exodus  and  as 
many  as  could  be  accommodated  at  that  time  were  loaded  on  the  Sidesteamer 
Ottawa,  one  of  the  first  steam  vessels  owned  in  Grand  Haven.     They  were 
taken  up  the  shoreline  to  Pentwater.     Some  of  the  more  hardy  young  men 
pushed  their  canoes  out  into  the  waters  of  the  big  lake.     In  the  summer  of 
1858,  those  that  remained  over  the  previous  winter  and  did  not  care  to 
make  the  journey  overland  assembled  once  again.     There  were  about  600 
this  time  for  a  total  of  1,300.     Notwithstanding  the  general  acceptance 
of  the  new  reservation,  there  were  still  a  few  Indians  who  remained 
behind.     Among  them  was  Cob-moo-Sa,   sub-chief  who  survived  Shogwogeno. 
Cob-moo-Sa  was  the  last  chief  of  the  group,  and  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able men  of  that  time.     He  gave  his  reason  for  remaining  behind  that  he 
was  reluctant  to  leave  the  graves  of  his  fathers  and  the  scenes  of  his 
early  days.     The  Oceana  County  records  do  not  show  Cob-moo-Sa 's  death, 
but  he  is  believed  to  have  lived  until  close  to  the  century  mark. 

The  Indians  picked  to  settle  what  is  now  Crystal  and  Elbridge  Town- 
ship in  Oceana  County  and  the  adjoining  Custer  and  Edon  Townships  in 
Mason  County.     In  this  location  they  had  waterways  straight  to  Lake  Michi- 
gan and  into  Pentwater.     At  that  time  Oceana  settlers  were  heavily  involved 
in  lumbering  industries.     The  Indians,  however,  came  up  here  to  make  maple 
sugar  and  maple  syrup.     Since  granulated  sugar  didn't  arrive  in  Oceana 
County  until  after  1880,  they  had  a  very  good  business.     As  evidence  of  the 
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amount  of  trade  done  with  the  Indians,  in  those  early  days,  the  clerk  at 
Pentwater  related  that  in  one  season  he  purchased  6  tons  of  maple  sugar, 
1,500  gallons  of  syrup,  and  in  one  day  has  bought  as  many  as  50  bushels 
of  huckleberries,   50  carcasses  of  deer,   300  mink  and  muskrat  skins  and 
15  bear  skins. 

The  first  countyseat  was  established  at  Stony  Creek.     Soon  after  that 
it  was  changed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  located  in  Claybanks,  in 
what  was  then  known  as  Whiskey  Creek,  or  Roseville.     It  remained  there  un- 
til late  1864  when  it  was  moved  to  Hart.     The  vote  in  request  of  moval  was 
229  for  and  223  against.     While  Hart  was  not  in  the  center  of  the  county, 
it  was  in  the  middle  of  what  was  then  the  most  active  areas  of  settlement. 
Part  of  the  inducement  to  move  the  countyseat  to  Hart  was  supplied  by  a 
gentleman  named  Lyle  Corbin,  a  settler  from  Dryden,  New  York.     He  offered, 
to  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  $1,000  in  cash,  plus  a  temporary  building  to 
use  as  a  courthouse  until  a  permanent  one  could  be  erected. 

The  origin  of  Oceana  County's  name  has  been  often  debated,  but  the 
most  reliable  records  indicate  that  Oceana  was  named  after  a  novel  written 
by  James  Harrington.     Oceana  is  the  name  given  to  his  novel  written  at  the 
time  of  Oliver  Cromwell.     James  Harrington  was  a  most  prolific  writer  on 
government  in  the  early  days.     The  book  was  first  printed  in  1558  with 
another  printing  before  the  American  Revolution  and  the  last  printing  just 
before  the  American  Civil  War,  in  1855.     He  wrote  the  book  on  the  building 
of  a  perfect  government.     It  was  a  popular  and  somewhat  controversial  book 
and  the  word  Oceana  became  a  coined  phrase.     It  is  significant  that  this 
county  be  named  after  the  book  Oceana,  because  the  word  Oceana  means  "The 
Model  Commonwealth" . 

Benona  Township  was  named  after  an  Indian  Princess  who,  according  to 
legend,  went  out  into  the  lake  to  find  her  lover  and  never  came  back. 
Claybanks  derived  its  name  because  of  the  great  banks  of  clay  on  the  wes- 
tern, or  lake  boundary.     Some  sources  indicate  that  Pentwater  got  its  name 
because  the  Pentwater  Lake  was  pent  up  at  the  mouth  and  there  being  almost 
no  channel.     Golden  received  its  name  from  W.  J.  Haughey.     Haughey  intended 
to  name  the  township  after  his  mother,  who's  maiden  name  was  Golding,  but 
due  to  poor  penmanship  the  name  came  out  Golden.     Grant  was  named  obviously 
for  the  great  General.     Otto  was  said  to  be  named  by  Germans  from  their 
Otho.     Greenwood  was  selected  as  being  expressive  of  the  appearance  of  her 
forests.     Colfax  was  named  in  honor  of  an  illustrious  Vice-president,  and 
Crystal  was  named  by  Mrs.  Jared  Gay  because  of  the  beautiful  streams  of 
water  for  which  it  is  noted.     Ferry  Township,  while  originally  named  Reed, 
was  changed  to  the  name  of  Ferry  in  honor  of  the  Honorable  T.  W.  Ferry,  U.S. 
Senator  who  also  served  as  President  of  the  Senate  and  because  of  a  Legisla- 
tive technicality  was  President  of  the  United  States  for  one  day.  Newfield 
Township  came  close  to  being  called  Greenfield,  Sweettown,  or  Perrytown,  but 
all  three  of  those  names  were  disregarded  and  Newfield  was  selected  because 
of  its  expressiveness  to  the  new  settlement.     The  Township  of  Leavitt  de- 
rived its  name  from  its  first  white  settler  Hazen  Leavitt.     History  records 
that  the  Township  of  Elbridge  was  named  for  Mr.  Elbridge  R.  Farmer,  one  of 
Oceana's  pioneer  settlers.     Weare  Township  was  named  after  a  settler,  Dr. 
Daniel  G.  Weare,  who  settled  here  in  1855.     Shelby  is  one  of  the  most  famous 
names  in  Michigan  history  and  comes  to  Shelby  Township  from  Isaac  Shelby,  a 
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onetime  Governor  of  Kentucky  and  military  leader  during  the  War  of  1812. 
Hart  was  named  for  Wellington  Hart's  grandfather,  in  New  York. 

Later  years  and  hard  times  saw  the  lumber  age  dwindle  down.  The 
railroads  withdrew  with  the  expansion  of  the  automobile  and  export  of 
fruit  by  steam  freighter  declined.     The  emphasis  continued  to  grow  on 
farming  and  where  pine  and  maple  trees  once  grew,   fruit  trees  abounded. 
Today,  Oceana  County  is  one  of  Michigan's  prime  agricultural  counties. 
The  latest  United  States  Census  of  Agriculture  reveals  131,419  acres  of 
Oceana  County's  total  land  area  is  devoted  to  agriculture,  with  fruit 
trees  covering  19,231  acres.     Oceana  County  has  the  second  largest  fruit 
tree  acreage  in  the  state.     The  county  ranks  first  in  the  United  States 
in  tart  cherry  production,   first  in  the  state  in  asparagus  production, 
second  in  the  state  in  peach  production,   second  in  plums  and  third  in 
sweet  cherries.     In  addition,  the  county  is  fourth  in  both  pear  and  apple 
acreage.     There  are  seven  fruit  and  vegetable  processing  plants  in  Oceana 
County  and  six  receiving  stations  in  the  county  for  shipping  to  out-of- 
state  processors.     There  are  864  farms,  with  an  average  of  152  acres. 
The  value  of  the  land  and  buildings  is  $31,871,000,  or  an  average  of 
$37,000  per  farm.     An  equally  important  resource  for  the  county  is  its 
tourist  and  resort  enterprises  around  the  lakes.     Better  than  a  quarter 
of  a  million  people  visit  the  Oceana  shoreline  and  lakes  annually. 

In  1960,  a  new  County  Building  was  erected,  followed  by  a  jail  and 
sheriff's  department.     In  1964,  a  Medical  Care  Facility  was  also  erected 
and  expanded  in  1976  by  60  beds.     Total  population  hasn't  changed  greatly. 
The  1970  census  showed  Hart  to  be  the  largest  city  with  2,100.     Shelby  has 
around  1,700;  New  Era,  450;  Hesperia,   500;  Walkerville,  300;   Rothbury,  400; 
and  Pentwater,  1,000,  with  a  large  summer  population. 

In  1975,  the  state  equalized  valuation  of  Oceana  County  was  $102,608,826, 
an  increase  of  approximately  76%  over  the  last  five  years.     The  population 
for  1975  was  estimated  as  19,000,  with  the  land  use  breakdown  —  56%  resi- 
dential —  27%  agricultural  —  and  the  remainder  being  industrial;  timber 
cut-over  and  utilities.     At  the  time  of  this  article  the  state  has  extended 
US  31  to  a  point  just  south  of  Shelby  and  it  is  planned  to  continue  through 
Oceana  County  and  connect  with  US  10  at  Ludington.     The  addition  of  this 
four-lane  expressway  will  greatly  facilitate  the  heavy  traffic  flow  to  ex- 
cellent vacation  spots  and  Michigan's  Fruit  Belt. 


Sponsored  by 

Gerald  Graham  George  L.  Lambrix 

William  F.  Hanna  James  A.  Stover 

Harold  VanDomelen 
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OCEANA  COUNTY  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS 


OCEANA  COUNTY  OFFICIALS 


.  »,aJ.J.t=Ii  0U0111.U11  Laura  Kempt  Robert  Hollister 

secuting  Attorney  County  Sheriff  Driver's  License  Clerk  Animal  Control  Officer 


County  Clerk  Register  of  Deeds 

Sponsored  by 
Oceana  County  Board  of  Commissioners 
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CLAYBANKS  TOWNSHIP 
Organized  in  1855 


The  first  white  settlements  of  the  county  began  in  1849,  along  the  lakeshore  be- 
tween Flower  Creek  and  Whiskey  Creek. 

According  to  the  Oceana  Pioneers,  when  Oceana  County  was  organized,  Claybanks  was 
one  of  the  original  three  townships.     The  territory  is  now  the  townships  of  Claybanks 
Grant,  Otto  and  Greenwood.     The  territory  embraces  some  of  the  oldest  and  best  farms 
in  the  county. 

Oceana  County's  first  Post  Office  was  located  at  Whiskey  Creek,  in  Claybanks  Town- 
ship.    A  second  Post  Office  was  built  at  Flower  Creek. 

In  its  early  history  the  prospects  were  good  for  a  large  and  prosperous  village 
being  located  within  its  limits,  but  events  so  shaped  themselves  as  to  cause  the  villages 
of  the  county  to  be  located  elsewhere. 

The  first  county  seat  was  in  Benona  at  Stony  Creek  and  moved  to  Claybanks  at  Whiskey 
Creek  until  1864,  when  it  moved  to  Hart. 

The  first  school  district  was  organized  in  Claybanks,   in  1856.     There  were  four 
school  districts  in  the  township  in  earlier  history,  none  of  which  are  in  use  today  as 
schools. 

The  two  earliest  churches  in  Claybanks  were 
the  Scandinavian  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  and 
a  Catholic  church.     The  later  was  the  first  of  its 
denomination  in  Oceana  County. 

The  first  election  of  the  township  was  held 
April  2,  1855.     The  following  persons  were  elected: 
Supervisor,  A.  S.  Anderson;  Clerk,  Timothy  Brigham; 
Treasurer,  Thomas  Phillips;  Justices,  A.  S.  Anderson, 
L.  D.  Eaton,  James  Smith;  Commissioners  of  Highways, 
A.   S.  Haggerty,  L.  D.  Eaton  and  James  Smith;  Con- 
stables, R.  E.  Cater,  John  Fordham,  A.  C.  Haggerty, 
L.  N.  Curtis,  School  Inspectors,  A.  S.  Anderson  and 
The  old  Claybanks  Town  Hall"-    James  Cody, 
was  torn  down  in  1966 


The  first  mill  tax  was  in  1857,  amounting  to  $142.63  of  which  $25  was  for  library. 
The  present  township  officers  are  as  follows: 


Supervisor 
Clerk 
Treasurer 
Trustees 


Richard  Balenci 
Lillian  Kirk 
Arlene  Davey 
Robert  Cameron 
Roger  Seaver 


Sponsored  by  Claybanks  Township 
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GRANT  TOWNSHIP 


Organized  in  1866 


Grant  was  the  last  township  organized  from  the  original  Claybanks  territory 
which  comprised  the  entire  southern  quarter  of  Oceana  County.     It  was  organized  by 
an  act  of  the  legislature  in  1855.     It  was  not  until  1866  that  Claybanks  was  reduced 
to  her  present  domain.     That  was  when  Grant  Township  was  formed. 

Grant  Township,   in  the  southern  tier  of  towns  in  Oceana  County,  was  named  after 
the  successful  general  of  Civil  War  fame,  Ulysses  S.   Grant,  who  later  became  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

The  first  township  meeting  was  held  on  April  1,   1867.     At  this  meeting,  Oliver 
K.  White,  was  named  Supervisor;   Jason  Carpenter,  Clerk  and  Henry  W.  Turk,  Treasurer. 

In  the  early  years,  Grant's  growth  was  relatively  slow.     In  1864  a  portable  saw- 
mill was  erected  on  Section  33.     It  was  in  operation  for  four  or  five  years  and  was 
then  destroyed  in  a  fire.     Another  portable  mill  was  built,  this  time  on  Section  20, 
around  which  quite  a  settlement  grew  up. 

The  Chicago  and  Michigan  Lake  Shore  Railroad  was  built  across  the  township  in 
1872,  which  opened  up  the  area  to  the  outside  world. 

In  recent  years,  however,   no  Oceana  Township  has  seen  a  more  substantial  develop- 
ment.    At  the  present  time,   Grant  is  one  of  the  fastest  growing  townships  in  Oceana 
County. 

The  leading  crops  grown  are  asparagus,  beans,   cucumbers  and  fruit.     Large  dairy 
and  beef  farms  also  contribute  to  Grant's  agriculture. 

Present  officers  are  John  Haga,   Supervisor;  William  Wagner,  Clerk;   and  Sam  Usiak, 
Treasurer . 


Sponsored  by 


DOUBLE  J  RANCH 
AMERICA'S  FRIENDLIEST  RESORT 


NEW  ERA  CANNING  COMPANY 


Double  J  Ranch  consists  of  almost  1000 
acres  of  wooded  trails  and  private  lakes 
and  for  over  40  years  has  been  famous  as 
the  friendliest  guest  ranch  in  America. 
It's  western  atmosphere  is  complete  with 
a  program  of  sports,  activities  and 
nightly  entertainment  designed  exclusively 
for  young  adults,   18-39  years  of  age. 


In  1910,  New  Era  Canning  Company  started 
canning  strawberries,  red  and  black  rasp- 


berries, cherries  and  apples  from  Grant 
Township  and  other  farms,   later  grew  to 


be  one  of  the  major  independent  canneries 


in  Michigan.     We  are  proud  of  our  Grant 
Township  heritage.     We  plan  to  be  here 
a  long  time. 
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GREENWOOD  TOWNSHIP 


Organized  in  1858 


Forest  City,  a  Post  Office  in  Greenwood  Township  in  1872,  was  located  5  miles  west  of 
Fremont,  Michigan.     The  mail  route  was  from  Whitehall  to  Newaygo  weekly. 

In  1872,  Hazel  Grove,  a  new  Post  Office  was  built.      (It  was  named  for  Hazel  Creek,  a  branch 
of  the  White  River).     The  route  was  from  Whitehall  to  Newaygo,  with  Leland  H.  Shaw  as  postmaster. 
By  1877  the  Hazel  Grove  area  had  both  a  saw  and  shingle  mill  with  a  population  of  approximately 
50.     The  nearest  railroad  was  in  Holton,  about  5h  miles  south. 

Originally  Greenwood  Township  had  five  schools.     Today  one  school  remains,  Hazel  Grove 
School  -  Section  33,  corner  of  180th  and  Skeels  Road.     It  is  currently  used  as  a  family  dwelling. 
Cushman  School,  either  burned  or  was  moved.     A  new  one  was  built  north  of  Cushman  Creek,  on  184th 
and  Wilks  Road.     It  was  used  as  a  voting  place  years  ago.     It  later  was  purchased  by  Ishmal  Lods 
and  stood  vacant  and  finally  burned.     McCallum  School,  on  Roosevelt  and  200th  in  Section  35,  is 
now  being  used  as  a  Chapel.     Phelps  School,  at  200th  and  Arthur  Roads,  Section  2,  today  is  Green- 
wood Township  Hall  and  has  about  321  registered  voters.     Woodward  School,  at  68th  and  Arthur  Road, 
in  Section  6,  was  purchased  and  torn  down  by  Joe  Barr,  of  Hesperia. 

Greenwood  Township  has  two  cemeteries:  one  south  of  Woodward  School,  about  lh  miles.  Seven 
graves  were  there  with  two  remaining;  a  Nathaniel  Knapp  and  Park  Woodward.     The  second  one,  in 
Section  21,  about  3/4  mile  north  of  Horseshoe  Lake  and  1/2  mile  west   (an  unmarked  road) ,  is  still 
maintained.     Vandals  have  ruined  it,   smashing  and  stealing  the  markers  and  digging  into  the 
graves  and  corner  markers.     A  few  old  time  flowers  and  grave  impressions  can  still  be  found  along 
with  fragments  of  grave  markers.     The  last  marker  to  go  was  Ruben  Art lip,  a  Civil  War  veteran  and 
grandfather  of  Mrs.   Ina  Rose,  of  Hesperia,  now  in  the  Meadow  Nursing  Home  in  Fremont.     The  first 
Cushman  School  was  about  1/4  mile  north  of  the  Cemetery. 

Greenwood  Township  can  boast  of  several  saw  mills.     One  of  the  larger  ones  was  owned  by 
William  Clark,  located  lh  miles  northwest  of  McCallum  School,  and  traces  of  it  can  still  be  found. 
It  was  powered  by  steam  with  huge  boilers  and  underground  pipes. 

Garfield  Road  is  the  Newfield  and  Greenwood  Township  line.     It  became  a  better  traveled  (two 
track)  dirt  road  after  two  bridges  gave  out;  the  Podunk  and  South  Branch. 

An  old  timer   (Ralph  Woodward) ,  told  of  the  mail  being  brought  from  Whitehall   (local)  and 
left  in  a  hollow  of  a  large  oak  tree  in  Section  5.     The  tree  was  known  as  the  "Mail  Tree"  with 
neighbors  picking  up  their  mail  when  they  happened  to  pass  the  tree. 

Most  of  Greenwood  was  timber  that  has  been  cleared  by  hand  and  stump  pullers.     In  early  1900 
a  real  estate  company  sold  parcels  of  land,  for  a  new  city,  to  outsiders  which  were  misrepresented 
as  "good  waterways  to  market".     All  they  found  was  40  acre  plots  staked  out  and  no  homes  nor  city. 
The  city  was  staked  out  in  city  blocks,  just  east  and  north  of  South  Branch  Bridge  and  abandoned, 
and  named  Krain  City.     There  were  about  80  families  that  bit  on  the  "swindle"  mostly  from  Illin- 
ois  (miners  and  their  families  to  farm) ,  but  first  had  to  find  lodgings,  clear  land  and  build 
homes.     The  land  had  been  paid  for  in  cash  in  advance.      (Of  the  original  80  families,  the  Frank 
Ruper,  Sr.   farm,  of  120  acres,  is  still  in  his  family.     Anton  Videtich  has  20  acres,  B.  Kent  20 
acres  and  Mrs.  Mary  (Louis)  Kochsevar  of  Illinois  40  acres) . 

Today  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  owns  most  of  the  land  in  the  swindle  including  "Krain  City", 
which  never  was.     The  lower  southeast  corner  of  Section  8  has  been  made  into  a  Federal  Park  and 
picnic  area  which  also  includes  the  old  Walter  Snow  farm,   just  south  of  the  pines  at  Pine  Point. 
The  remains  of  the  buildings  and  old  silo  pit  are  still  there.     Also,  daffodils,  narcissus  and 
honeysuckle  still  bloom  every  spring. 

Walter  Snow  bought  the  original  farm  known  as  the  Stebbins  farm.     Mr.  Snow  dug  a  ditch,  or 
channel,  across  the  river,  north  on  Pine  Point,  to  change  the  rivers  course  but  didn't  dig  it 
deep  enough.     Today  we  walk  across  his  channel  to  enjoy  the  river  and  follow  the  nature  trails 
which  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  has  layed  out.     The  U.S.  Forest  Service  has  marked  the  different 
species  of  trees  and  plants  along  the  river  path  and  hundreds  of  vacationers  from  all  over  come 
each  summer  to  see  it. 


Sponsored  by 


SAFEWAY  LUMBER  &  HARDWARE 


TAYLOR  BRIDGE  STORE 
854-9704 


Corner  of  M-1 2D  &  M-82 
Fremont,  Michigan  49412 
Phone:  (616)  924-2394 


BOB  &  NORMA 


The  Friendly  Ones 
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NEWFIELD  TOWNSHIP 


Organized  in  1866 

Taking  the  north  half  of  Greenwood  territory  the  Township  of  Newfield 
was  organized  as  an  independent  township  in  1866  under  its  present  name. 
The  Village  of  Hesperia  is  partly  in  Oceana  and  Newaygo  County,  the  portion 
in  Oceana  County  is  Newfield  Township.     The  main  street  of  Hesperia  is  the 
countyline. 

As  White  River  flows  through  the  township  millions  of  feet  of  logs 
from  up  stream,  as  well  as  those  cut  in  Newfield  Township,  were  floated 
down  the  river  to  the  mills  in  Whitehall  and  Montague  in  the  1870* s,  80" s 
and  90' s.     There  were  also  three  or  four  old  time  logging  camps  within  the 
township. 

The  North  Branch  had  its  source  from  McLaren  Lake  and  runs  through  the 
township.     In  the  1870* s  into  the  1890' s  pine,  and  later  hardwood,  logs  were 
cut  and  hauled  onto  the  ice  at  McLaren  Lake.     When  the  ice  melted  in  the 
spring,  the  logs  were  floated  down  the  North  Branch  through  Ferry  into  White 
River  and  then  on  down  to  Whitehall  and  Montague.     In  order  to  move  all  of 
these  logs  it  was  necessary  to  build  dams  across  the  Branch.     In  Newfield 
Township,  four  were  built  and  operated  by  the  White  River  Boom  Company.  The 
first  was  the  Heisel  Dam,  about  a  mile  down  from  McLaren  Lake  and  a  mile 
further  was  the  Bennett  Marsh  Dam.     Another  mile  and  a  half  down  was  the 
Mossback,  and  one  half  mile  further  was  Peck's  Dam  and  Peck's  Pond.  Peck's 
Pond  was  used  as  a  holding  place  for  logs.     At  the  present  time  very  few 
logs  and  timbers  remain  of  these  structures. 

The  Newfield  Town  Hall  is  located  in  the  Village  of  Hesperia.     It  was 
built  as  a  Methodist  Church  in  the  early  1870' s.     The  township  bought  it 
and  it  was  moved  to  its  present  location  in  1900. 

The  township  has  15  lakes  and  portions  of  two  more  and  also  3  trout 
streams. 


Sponsored  by  Newfield  Township 
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FERRY  TOWNSHIP 
Organized  in  1868 


According  to  the  Oceana  County  History  published  in  1890,  Oceana  County  was 
first  divided  into  larger  sections  and  what  later  became  Ferry  Township  was  in  the 
southeast  part  which  included  Otto,  Claybanks,  etc.     Eventually  Ferry  and  Otto 
were  together,  and  were  separated  finally  in  1860. 

The  first  settlers  were  Elnathan  and  Theodore  Reed.     When  they  wanted  to 
establish  a  Post  Office,  it  was  found  that  there  was  already  a  Reed  Post  Office, 
so  they  named  it  Ferry,  in  honor  of  Senator  Ferry. 

Senator  Ferry  had  the  distinction  of  being  President  of  the  United  States  for 
24  hours.     Thomas  White  Ferry  was  chosen  president  of  the  Senate,  when  Vice-president, 
Henry  Wilson  died.     Ferry  became  acting  Vice-president  from  1875  until  1877.  Ruther- 
ford B.  Hayes  should  have  been  inaugurated  as  President  on  Sunday,  March  4,  1877. 
It  was  feared  that  his  opponent  Tilden  would  challenge  the  inauguration  as  illegal, 
so  it  was  postponed  until  Monday.     Thus  Ferry  automatically  became  President. 

The  first  Reed  buildings  were  located  on  the  northwest  corner  where  M-20  crosses 
132nd  Avenue.     On  the  southeast  corner  was  a  log  school  house.     The  men  of  this  area 
signed  up  there  for  the  Civil  War.     The  Reeds  donated  the  land  where  Ferry  Village 
is  built. 

In  1869,  an  election  was  held  to  form  the  new  township.  The  first  Supervisor  was 
B.F.  Reed,  the  first  Clerk,  Timothy  Smith,  and  the  first  Treasurer  John  F.  Evans.  The 
first  marriage  was  Amos  Putney  and  Miss  Maria  Evans. 

There  are  two  centennial  farms  in  the  township.     The  Putney  farm  where  Arthur 
Putney  now  lives,  and  the  E.D.  Smith  farm  owned  by  grandson  Milton  Smith. 

In  the  village,  in  its  lumbering  hey-day,  there  were  three  hotels,  three  stores, 
a  drugstore,  grist  mill,  meat  market,  hardware,  barber  shop.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  owners  and  operators: 

Ben  F.  Archer  -  hardware  and  Post  Office  Charles  B.  Arthur  -  tinshop 

Frank  Carpenter  -  wagonmaker  O.L.  Cedarquist  -  shoemaker 

Fox  Bros.  -  livery  and  stage  to  Shelby  W.E.  Gunn  -  blacksmith 

Ora  Hightower  -  groceries  Mrs.  P. A.  Jackson  -  barber 

Powers  Bros.  -  grist  mill  and  saw  mill  McClave  Hotel  and  livery  stable 

John  M.  Heim  -  Eagle  Hotel  and  Heims  Dr.  L.   Irish  and  Co.  -  drugstore 

store  and  hall  Nathan  Irish  -  Ferry  House  Hotel 

I.M.  Young  and  Co.  -  groceries  and  and  meat  market 
dry  goods 

Before  the  school  house  was  built  in  the  pine  grove,  George  Powers  mother  taught 
school  in  the  upstairs  of  the  machine  shop. 

The  Reeds  built  the  first  mill  down  on  the  north  Branch  of  White  River  at  Ferry. 

In  its  earlier  days,  Ferry  celebrated  July  4th  with  competitive  games,  dinners, 
and  usually  a  sham  battle.     Lots  of  fire  crackers  and  other  explosive  things. 

The  lumbering  around  Ferry  is  also  historically  significant. 

Sponsored  by  Ferry  Township 
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SHELBY  TOWNSHIP 
Organized  in  1862 

The  township  of  Shelby  was  divided  from  Stony  Creek,  one  of  the  original  three 
townships  in  the  county  in  February  1862  and  named  Benona.    (What  is  now  Benona  was 
called  Leroy) .  By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  the  name  of  Leroy  was  changed  to  Benona 
and  Benona  was  changed  to  Shelby  on  March  1,  1867. 

The  first  settlement  that  had  any  appearance  of  developing  into  a  village  was 
made  at  what  was  known  as  "Churchill's  Corners".     Shelby  had  no  lake  harbor  or  pine 
forests  to  encourage  settlers.     In  fact,  it  was  nothing  but  a  hilly  territory  of  ex- 
cellent farming  land,  although  not  highly  regarded.     However,  it  was  a  stopping  place 
for  travelers  going  from  Whitehall  to  Pentwater  and  this  was  enough  to  induce  them  to 
start  a  village. 

In  the  fall  of  1865  the  State  Road  was  opened  from  Whitehall  to  Hart.     In  the 
spring  of  1866  the  first  mail  route  was  established,  with  the  Post  Office  at  the 
Shelby  House,  on  Churchill  Corners. 

In  1871,  the  railroad  was  surveyed  and  grading  begun.     There  was  enough  land  on 
the  other  side  of  the  road  bed  to  plat  a  village.     Samuel  A.  Browne,  A.  Pittenger, 
Jas.  G.  Gray,  and  0.  Deming  decided  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity.     The  Village 
of  Barnett,  which  is  now  part  of  Shelby,  was  platted  and  recorded.     With  the  coming  of 
the  railroad  the  village  made  rapid  progress,  but  the  enthusiasm  soon  died  away. 

Then,  one  of  the  most  singular  events  in  the  county  history  took  place.     In  the 
spring  of  1874,  the  first  great  flight  of  wild  pigeons  occurred.     The  pigeons  selected 
a  spot  within  a  few  miles  of  the  village  for  their  nesting  place.     The  news  went  out 
and  nearly  every  train  from  the  south  brought  sportsmen  by  the  score  with  plenty  of 
currency.     Everyone  became  a  pigeon  hunter  or  dealer.     They  were  caught  and  shipped  by 
the  barrel.     Thousands  were  kept  in  coops  for  later  market.     It  is  told  they  handled 
preparation  for  shipping  like  an  assembly  line  with  men,  women,  and  children  each  do- 
ing a  part  until  they  were  caught,  plucked,  cleaned,  packed  and  shipped.     Some  of  the 
men  would  bite  their  heads;   a  woman  would  dip  them  in  boiling  water;  older  children 
would  pluck  the  feathers;  and  on  down  the  line  until  they  were  ready  to  be  shipped. 
It  is  estimated  that  this  business  brought  to  the  people  of  Shelby  over  $50,000  in 
one  season. 

In  1876  the  pigeons  came  again  in  greatly  increased  numbers.     The  fame  given  to 
this  little  inland  village  as  the  locality  of  the  greatest  pigeon  roost  in  the  United 
States,  gave  it  for  a  time,  a  national  notoriety.     It  is  estimated  that  there  were  over 
700,000  birds  shipped  and  that  over  500  strangers  visited  the  area. 

Potatoes  were  grown  in  great  quantities  and  of  super  size  and  quality.     For  several 
years  it  was  noted  as  the  greatest  potato  market  in  Northern  Michigan.     Still  later  it's 
hills,  which  were  regarded  with  disfavor  by  the  settlers,  were  found  to  be  ideal  fruit 
sections. 

There  were  two  churches  organized  early  in  the  townships  history,  the  Congrega- 
tional, in  1864,  and  the  Methodist,  in  1872.  In  addition  to  the  four  rural  schools, 
Shelby  and  New  Era  each  had  a  school. 

The  large  kilns  for  the  manufacture  of  charcoal  were  also  an  asset  to  community. 
They  were  located  near  the  village  of  Shelby,   in  section  8  and  also  in  section  29. 

The  first  township  officers  were:  Supervisor,  Norton  Bird;  Clerk,  Wm.  Weston; 
and  Treasurer,   James  McNutt.     The  present  township  officers  are:   Supervisor,  Robert 
(Bill)   Glover;  Clerk,   Robert  Pochyla;   and  Treasurer,  Gwili  Hutchinson. 


Sponsored  by  Shelby  Township 
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BENONA  TOWNSHIP 
Organized  in  1855 


The  first  saw  mill  erected  in  Oceana  County  was  built  at  the  mouth  of  Stony 
Creek,  in  1849,  by  Rev.  William  Ferry  and  his  son. 

Collecting  up  wooden  bolts  for  shingles   (shingle  bolts)  was  a  major  occupa- 
tion in  the  county.     A  Mr.  Graham  got  out  shingle  bolts  along  Stony  Lake  and  Little 
Point  Sable.     His  death,  in  1850,  was  the  first  death  recorded  in  the  county. 

Lorenze  Eaton  also  came  here  to  get  out  shingle  bolts  and  to  prepare  for  the 
settlement  of  his  family.     After  considerable  hardship,  he  moved  his  family  into  a 
log  house  at  Blackberry  Ridge.     It  is  claimed  to  be  the  first  log  house  in  the 
county  (Gibbs  Place) . 

The  first  physician  was  Dr.  Phillips,  who  served  an  extensive  area  from  Pere 
Marquette   (Ludington)   to  Muskegon,  along  the  beach.     He  built  an  old  sawmill  in 
Claybanks  which  became  a  center  for  settlement.     Another  area  where  people  came 
was  what  is  now  Pentwater.     The  two  main  settlements  stood  16  miles  apart  with 
only  one  route  between. 

On  February  13,  1855,  an  Act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  defining  the  bound- 
aries and  naming  the  townships  Pentwater,  Stony  Creek  and  Claybanks.     The  first 
township  meeting  of  Stony  Creek  was  held  at  the  house  of  A.  R.  Wheeler,  at  Stony 
Creek  Mills. 

The  Claybanks  settlement  because  of  its  proximity  grew  much  faster  than  Pent- 
water.    The  first  Board  of  Supervisors  meeting   (1855)  was  held  at  Stony  Creek, 
which  became  the  county  seat.     It  was  later  moved  to  Whiskey  Creek  and  remained 
there  until  1864. 

The  leading  authorities  in  the  Stony  Creek  settlement  were  Dr.  Phillips, 
Wheeler,  Cobb  and  Rector. 

In  February,  1855,  when  the  Legislature  passed  the  Act  to  provide  the  organ- 
ization of  Oceana  County,  the  first  election  of  county  officers  was  conducted  in 
Benona.     Wheeler  was  nominated  for  Treasurer  and  Harvey  Tower  for  Clerk  and  Regis- 
ter of  Deeds.     In  order  to  fill  the  oaths,  it  was  insisted  the  men  be  sworn  in  by 
a  qualified  officer.     There  were  none  available,  so  Tower  and  Wheeler  headed  for 
White  River,  15  miles  away,  to  see  Justice  Stebbins.     The  two  men  returned  home 
and  filed  their  oaths  10  minutes  before  the  deadline. 

By  1857  the  county  was  becoming  a  permanent  organization. 

The  name  Stony  Creek  was  changed  to  Benona  in  February  1857.     Mr.  A.  R.  Wheeler 
selected  the  name  Benona  and  gave  it  to  the  Stony  Creek  Post  Office.     In  November 
the  Board  equalized  valuations,  audited  the  accounts  and  set  salaries. 

Benona  Township  became  quite  a  commercial  town.     A  bridge  pier,  costing  $12,000, 
was  built,  which  largely  increased  trade.     Four  steam  vessels  stopped  there  daily. 

In  1858  several  of  the  settlers  petitioned  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  section 
off  Sections  1,2,3,4,5  and  6  from  Benona  to  the  township  of  Claybanks.     This,  making 
Claybanks  a  full  township,  received  unanimous  approval.     The  same  afternoon  objec- 
tions arose  to  the  annexation  of  Section  6.     Benona  didn't  care  to  give  up  such  a 
valuable  taxation  district,  so  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  re-annex  the  section 
to  Benona. 


Sponsored  by  Benona  Township 
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GOLDEN  TOWNSHIP 

In  1855  the  legislature  organized  the  County  of  Oceana  with  three  townships; 
Pentwater,  Stony  Creek,  and  Claybanks.     The  name  Stony  Creek  was  changed  to  Benona 
in  1857  and  the  township  of  Elbridge  was  organized  from  Benona  at  this  time. 

In  1860  Hart  Township  was  organized  from  Elbridge  and  in  1864  Golden  was 
organized  from  Hart. 

According  to  the  book  Oceana  County  Pioneers  and  Business  Men   (published  in 
1890)  Golden  Township  received  its  name  by  an  error.     One  of  the  first  residents 
of  the  township,  William  J.  Haughey,  intended  the  name  of  the  township  to  be  Golding, 
which  was  the  maiden  name  of  his  mother.     Due  to  poor  penmanship  or  error  in  trans- 
scribing  it  became  Golden  Township. 

Golden  sand  beaches,  sand  dunes  and  our  many  maples  that  turn  gold  in  the  fall 
make  this  name  beautifully  appropriate  to  the  area.     Due  to  our  townships  location 
along  Lake  Michigan  and  the  type  of  soil,  we  have  one  of  the  finest  locations  for 
raising  fruit  in  the  country. 

Golden  Township  has  one  village,  Mears.     It  was  named  after  an  early  lumberman, 
Charles  Mears.     The  village  of  Mears  began  in  1873.     Charles  Mears  and  Samuel  W. 
Odell  bought  the  land  from  a  Hart  physician,  Dr.  McPherson,  and  had  it  platted. 
They  divided  the  blocks  between  them.     The  streets  of  Mears  bear  the  names  of  some 
of  the  first  residents.     McPherson,  Morrison   (general  manager  of  the  railroad) ,  and 
Maple  Avenue,  which  is  really  Joy  Street   (after  another  railroad  official) .  The 
22nd  day  of  January  A.D.  1873  at  12  o'clock  the  plat  was  recorded  and  signed  by 
T.S.  Gurney,  Register  of  Deeds,  at  the  county  courthouse. 

Mears  developed  rapidly.     Lumbering  was  the  big  boom.     In  1879  the  Spring  Lake 
Iron  Company  constructed  10  seventy-five  cord  kilns,  near  Mears.     It  was  located 
about  half  a  mile  north,  behind  Don  Brubakers1  residence.     A  second  mill  was  erected 
by  Mr.  Mears  in  block  20  (Tiffany  Store) ,  but  it  burned  down  before  it  was  completed, 
in  the  summer  of  1875.     Several  more  mills  were  built  after  this. 

There  was  a  log  Methodist  Church  in  Mears,  it  burned  down  in  May  1874.     A  new 
church  was  built  that  summer,  Rev.  James  A.  Draper,  pastor. 

In  1874  where  the  townhall  now  stands  there  was  a  blacksmith  shop. 

Mr.  Mears  had  a  store  on  block  31   (behind  the  Reid  Store  and  the  old  Post  Office) . 
Mears  and  Odell  petitioned  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  move  the  county  seat  to  Mears. 
Mr.  Mears  built  his  store  with  the  second  story  arranged  for  the  purpose  of  serving  as 
a  courthouse.     The  Supervisors  refused  and  the  county  seat  remained  in  Hart.     The  pump 
is  still  standing  there  today  that  was  on  the  front  porch  of  the  store. 

A  general  store  (a  large  two-story  frame  building)  was  erected  on  the  S.E.  corner 
of  block  16.  It  was  operated  from  1876  until  around  1886  by  Cyrus  Slaught.  The  Mobil 
Station  now  stands  on  this  site. 

Later   (across  from  the  Edwin  Johnson  residence) ,  George  A.  Wager  erected  a 
similar  building  on  the  S.E.  corner  of  block  20. 

Mears  in  1877  had  3  saw  mills,  a  shingle  mill,  a  large  three-story  hotel,  a 
railroad  station,  a  bowl  factory,  a  post  office,  3  general  stores,  and  a  bakery. 

Mears  is  a  ghost  town.     Look  in  Roy  L.  Dodge's  Michigan  Ghost  Towns  and  there 
you  will  find  Mears. 

From  once  a  booming  lumbering  village,  Mears  is  now  a  farming  community.  The 
Silver  Lake  Sand  Dunes  has  made  Golden  Township  a  famous  resort  attraction.  While 
in  the  winter  months  the  population  of  our  township  is  small,  the  summer  finds 
thousands  of  folks  from  all  over.     They  come  to  enjoy  the  famous  dunes,  the  beauti- 
ful lakes  and  our  lovely  quiet  countryside. 


Sponsored  by  Golden  Township 
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HART  TOWNSHIP 
Organized  in  1861 

On  April  9,  1861,  Hart  Township  was  organ- 
ized.    It  included  what  is  now  Golden  Township 
as  well.     In  1864  Golden  Township  was  separated 
and  Hart  became  its  present  size.     That  same 
year  Hart  Village  became  the  official  County 
Seat  of  Oceana  County. 

Early  settlers  in  this  area  were,  of  course, 
|  involved  in  lumbering  and  related  industries,  for 

they  found  here  a  forest  of  maple,  beech  and 
§  other  hardwood  trees.     Quite  naturally  they  en- 
gaged in  making  maple  sugar  from  the  abundant 
maple  trees,  with  the  record  showing  that 


36,036  pounds  of  maple  sugar  were  produced  in  Hart  Township  in  1869.' 


As  the  land  was  cleared  farming  began,  crops  were  raised  and  some  fruit  trees  planted.  It 
did  not  take  long  for  these  pioneers  to  discover  that  the  soil  and  climate  were  very  favorable 
for  raising  fruit.     Frequent  mention  is  made  in  early  writings  of  the  excellent  quality  and 
abundant  quantity  of  fruit,  and  the  hardiness  of  the  fruit  trees  they  planted  in  their  clearings. 
Peaches  and  plums  were  foremost  in  popularity,  with  apples  an  all-time  favorite, 
cherries  until  much  later. 


No  mention  of 


Marketing  outlets  for  farm  produce  were  increased  with  the  advent  of  the  Chicago  and  West 
Michigan  Railway  into  Hart  in  the  late  1800' s.     Produce  could  also  be  shipped  by  water  to  Mil- 
waukee from  Pentwater.     We  quote  from  an  article  on  Hart  Township  appearing  in  the  1895  Atlas  of 
Oceana  County:  -  "From  a  commercial  standpoint  the  fruit  interests  in  this  county  have  developed 
within  the  past  ten  years  almost  beyond  precedent,  and  have  become  so  prominent  that  thousands 
of  acres  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  trees  yearly,  laden  with  golden  fruit,  send  their  greet- 
ings to  their  less  fortunate  neighbors,  with  an  income  to  the  owner  of  $200  to  $300  per  acre 
yearly. " 

The  accompanying  picture  from  the  1895  Atlas  illustrates  graphically  the  rapid  development 
which  had  occurred  in  Hart  Township  in  a  relatively  few  short  years.     This  location  lies  west 
on  Taylor  Road  along  the  Hart-Golden  township  line  and  is  involved  in  the  development  of  the 
U.S.  31  Freeway. 

The  abundance  of  fruit  and  vegetables  produced  in  Hart  Township  and  the  surrounding  area 
naturally  attracted  processors.     The  first  canning  factory,  owned  by  Seager  Bros.  &  Janney  of 
Gilman,   Iowa,  was  built  and  operated  for  the  first  time  in  1894,  resulting  in  60  car-loads  of 
canned  goods  being  shipped  from  this  factory  that  year.     Products  canned  were  apples,  peaches, 
plums,  pears,  peas,  beans,  tomatoes  (still  no  mention  of  cherries! ).     This  factory  eventually 
became  the  W.  R.  Roach  Canning  Company,  which  is  now  the  Stokely  Van  Camp  plant.     Numerous  pro- 
cessing enterprises  have  come  and  gone,  with  Stokelys,  Silver  Mill  Frozen  Foods,  and  Westfield- 
Sommers  Foods  being  in  operation  at  present,  testifying  to  the  importance  of  the  fruit  and 
vegetable  production  of  this  area.     Of  vital  importance  also  is  the  Vroom  Cold  Storage  facility, 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  state,  which  was  attracted  to  the  area  because  of  central  location  in 
a  productive  fruit  growing  community. 

The  great  advance  in  fruit  growing  methods  and  technology  is  graphically  illustrated  by  the 
contrast  between  pioneer  methods  of  horticulture  and  present  day  practices.     In  a  published  re- 
port of  an  early  day  meeting  of  fruit  growers  one  man  recommended  going  out  qo  the  plum  orchard, 
shaking  the  trees  one  by  one  to  dislodge  the  plum  curculios,  and  calling  the  chickens  to  come 
and  eat  the  bugsi     A  far  cry  from  today's  air  blast  speedsprayers. 

Cherry  production  in  this  area  developed  rapidly  in  this  century,  due  largely  to  the  enter- 
prising foresight  of  Dr.  L.  P.  Munger  whose  spreading  orchards  in  Hart,  Golden  and  Elbridge 
townships  inspired  many  others  to  also  raise  cherries. 

Over  the  years  Hart  Township  farms  have  produced  all  of  the  types  of  crops  suitable  to 
this  climate,  as  well  as  dairy  and  beef  cattle,  swine,  etc..     At  one  time  this  area  was  known 
as  the  "Pea  Capitol  of  the  U.S.A."    Hart  Township  is  presently  doing  its  part  to  make  Oceana 
"Asparagus  Capitol  of  the  U 
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ELB RIDGE  TOWNSHIP 


Organized  in  1858 


Below  is  a  list  of  taxes  on  80  acres  of  land  in  Elbridge  over  the  past  103  years. 
Quite  a  jump  from  1872  to  1975. 

1/2  of  S  E  1/4  Sec.   27     80  A. 

Tax  was  $  2.44 

17.21 
10.11 
27.27 
68.45 
176.00 
147.37 
52.80 
76.80 
200.17 
324.98 


Following  are  motions  or  resolutions  from  past  township  records. 

Annual  Meeting,  April  3,  1893.     Motion  was  made  and  supported  to  raise  One-thou- 
sand dollars  to  build  a  Town  Hall,  motion  carried. 

Annual  Meeting,  April  2,  1894.  Moved  and  supported  that  the  next  Election  be  held 
in  our  new  Town  Hall.  Motion  carried.  Motion  made  and  supported  that  the  Town  Hall  be 
open  free  for  funerals  and  all  educational  and  literary  meetings.     Motion  carried. 

Town  Board  Meeting,  May  12,  1894.     Motion  made  and  supported  that  the  Clerk  purchase 
one  No.  24  round  oak  stove  with  50  feet  of  six  inch  pipe  and  one  elbow,  eight  bracket 
lamps,  one  extension  table  and  4  voting  booths  and  bring  them  out  from  Hart  and  put  them 
up.     Carried.     Moved  and  supported  that  John  Hill,  Health  Officer,  shall  receive  $1.50 
per  day  and  75C  for  each  half  day  of  service.     Motion  carried. 

Township  Board  Meeting,  July  22,  1895.     Motion  made  and  supported  that  we  build  the 
privy  5  feet  wide  and  7  feet  long  and  8  feet  high  to  be  made  of  brick.     Also,  sheds  100 
feet  long,  24  feet  wide  and  8  feet  high  and  to  be  finished  by  Jan.  1,  1896.  Motion 
carried. 

Board  Meeting,  Nov.  1,  1895.     Motion  made  and  supported  that  the  Supervisor  hire 
someone  to  set  44  cedar  posts  around  the  Cemetery  on  the  road  sides  with  hardwood  rails 
2  by  3  inches  to  hitch  to.  Carried. 

Board  Meeting,  Dec.  20,  1895.     Motion  made  and  supported  to  let  the  job  of  clean- 
ing the  yard  and  putting  a  lattice  window  in  the  privy  at  the  Town  Hall  to  Calab  Schultz. 
Motion  carried. 

Board  Meeting,  Jan.  21,  1896.     The  Board  of  Health  was  authorized  to  purchase  2 
acres  of  land  from  Henry  Hecht  for  a  burying  ground. 

1899... the  Township  Board  let  the  contract  to  W.R.  Trull  to  build  the  mangers  in 
the  sheds  for  $10. 

Board  Meeting,  May  27,  1905.     J.R.  Thompson  was  authorized  to  buy  5  barrels  of  salt, 
and  to  apply  same  to  the  moss  in  the  Cemetery. 

Board  Meeting,  June  1,  1907.     Motion  made  and  supported  to  let  the  job  to  Joe  Mull 
to  put  down  a  well  at  the  Town  Hall  and  put  up  a  windmill  and  pipe  the  water  to  Cemetery 
for  $190.     Motion  carried. 

Board  Meeting,  March  23,  1909.     On  motion  the  bill  of  J.R.  Thompson  was  allowed 
for  $1.50  for  Cemetery  shovels. 

Annual  Meeting,  April  5,  1909.     Moved  and  supported  to  raise  $75  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  public  watering  trough  near  Cyrus  Grates.  Carried. 

Sponsored  by  Elbridge  Township 
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LEAVITT  TOWNSHIP 
Organized  in  1865 


Leavitt  Township  was  organized  in  1865,  named  after  the  first  white  settler  of 
the  township.     A  man  by  the  name  of  Hazen  Leavitt,  who  was  85  years  old,  came  here 
with  his  son  Worter  and  his  children  and  homesteaded  160  acres  in  Section  6  of  Leavitt 
Township.     This  is  the  place  where  the  Antonnissen  family  now  live.     Three  acres  still 
belong  to  offsprings  of  the  Leavitt  family  and  is  owned  by  LeRoy  Strait.     Mrs.  LeRoy 
Strait  is  a  daughter  of  Lida  Hill,  whose  mother  was  a  Leavitt. 

A  farm  across  the  road  of  the  Leavitt  place  in  Section  17  was  homesteaded  by 
L.L.  Taylor  in  1860  and  now  belongs  to  John  Herremans  family,  whose  father  Peter 
Herremans  bought  the  farm  from  Solly  Safford  a  well  known  race  horse  breeder  in  Oceana 
County . 

Fayette  Walker,  who  arrived  in  Leavitt  Township  in  1868,  bought  a  lumber  mill 
from  George  Holt  and  Stetson,  and  later  sold  the  mill  to  Dunham  Ross.     By  that  time  in 
the  lumbering  days  the  Butters  and  Peters  railroad  came  into  Leavitt  Township.  By 
1870  the  population  grew  in  Leavitt  Township  to  316.     It  was  about  that  time  that 
Fayette  Walker  platted  Walkerville  which  was  named  after  Mr.  Walker. 

Here  are  a  few  names  of  the  early  settlers:     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dwight  Croff,  Sec.  30, 
1865;  William  Vaughn,  Sec.   7,  1866;  John  Russell,  Sec.   26,  1870;  S.  Wilber,  Sec.  32, 
1870;  J.  Pitts,  Sec.  26;  J.  Beech,  Sec.  4,  1870;  R.B.  Wells,  Sec.   34,  1870;  J.  Alexan- 
der, Sec.   35;  B.  Fairchild,  Sec.  35;  B.  DePew,  Sec.   15;  L.  Colby,  Sec.   36,  1880;  L. 
Remger,  Sec.   16;  L.  Lough,  Sec.  9;  Levi  Vaughn,  Sec.   22;  and  many  more  who  settled  in 
Leavitt  Township  in  the  1880 's. 

In  1874,  the  appraised  value  for  real  and  personal  property  was  $118,781  and 
in  1976     3.5  million. 

The  first  Supervisor  was  V.E.  Clark  in  1865-67,  H.  Goodrich  1868;  A.C.  Gowdy  1878; 
J.  Bogue  1881;  A.B.  Bolt  1888;  William  Helyard  1889.     There  were  more  names  in  the  1900 ' s 
that  cannot  be  brought  to  memory.     Mr.  Bunting;  Mr.  Norton,  Jim  Gleason,  Walter  Childs, 
Garth  Fairchilds  and  Glen  Chase  were  also  Supervisors. 

The  present  supervisor  is  Peter  Herremans.     Members  of  the  Leavitt  Township  Board 
in  1976  are:     Peter  Herremans,  Supervisor;  Richard  Burrell,  Clerk;  Harry  Kolbe  and 
Carol  Gorenflo,  Trustees. 


Harvesting  potatoes  on  the  Solly  Safford 
farm. 


Sponsored  by  Leavitt  Township 
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WOODWORTH  CENTENNIAL  FARM 


Calvin  Woodworth  born  December  1,  1820  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio.     He  married 
Susan  Ann  Smith  of  Onieda,  Ohio  on  November  16,  1843.     In  1864  he  moved  his  family 
to  Michigan  and  homesteaded  the  NE  h  of  Section  26,  of  Colfax  Township,  in  Oceana 
County.     After  moving  his  family  to  Michigan   (which  was  seven  children)  another 
child  was  born  on  April  15,  1865.     His  name  was  Orson  N.  Woodworth;  the  first  white 
baby  born  in  Colfax  Township. 

The  original  land  grant  was  signed  by  President  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  issued 
June  2,  1870. 

On  December  22,   1875  the  oldest  son  Calvin  Jr.  married  Jennie  Robertson.  At 
that  time  his  father  Calvin  Sr.  gave  him  the  East  h  of  the  homestead.     December  22, 
1895  Mr.  Woodworth  Sr.  died.     Orson  became  the  owner  of  the  homestead.     He  married 
Mattie  Fletcher  on  August  20,  1896.     They  had  3  children;  Myrtle. .. Oct .   24,  1897, 
Guy... Dec.   16,  1902,  and  Mildred. . .Dec.  8,  1907.     Orson  and  family  lived  on  the 
homestead  until  he  died  on  December  4,  1941.     The  homestead  then  belonged  to  his 
only  son  Guy  who  still  lives  there. 

Guy  married  Elizabeth  Johnson  April  9,  1926.     They  had  four  children; 
Catherine. . .Oct.   24,  1932,  Edward   (Larry) ...  July  4,  1934,  Elnora. . .Oct.   9,  1938, 
and  Everett ...  June  7,  1940. 

On  July  24,  1961  Guy  gave  his  eldest  son  Edward  Lawrence  a  joint  deed  to  the 
homestead,  which  he  operates  at  this  time  producing  maple  syrup  and  asparagus. 

On  September  2,  1964  Guy  had  a  Centennial  Celebration.     All  the  family  was 
invited  to  a  pancake  and  maple  syrup  dinner  in  the  Sugar  Bush.     154  people 
participated . 


Sponsored  by  Colfax  Township 
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CRYSTAL  TOWNSHIP 


Organized  in  1866 


Jared  H.  Gay  was  the  first  settler  to  Crystal  Township  in  1861.     He  was  the 
first  white  man  to  settle  here.     During  the  Civil  War  he  was  sent  here  to  do  black- 
smithing  for  the  Indians.     He  lived  in  the  log  house  built  for  the  Indian  paymaster 
who  came  once  a  year  to  pay  the  Indians  their  annuity.     Before  the  land  was  market- 
able, Mr.  Gay  built  the  log  house  that  still  stands  in  the  village  of  Crystal  Valley. 

In  1863,  Dr.  James  J.  Kittridge  settled  in  Secion  16.     He  came  to  take  a  break 
from  medical  practice,  but  saw  the  many  needs  of  the  people  and  continued  to  practice 
medicine. 

More  people  came  to  the  area,  first  exploring,  and  then  settling  in  this  wooded 
township. 

In  the  winter  of  1865,  through  the  efforts  of  Jared  Gay,  an  effort  was  made  to 
separate  the  township  (Crystal)   from  Weare.     Not  having  enough  legal  voters,  he  con- 
tracted deed  lands  on  Section  16  to  George  Lammon,  Charles  Willett,  and  Albert  Aldrich. 
A  remonstrance  against  separation  was  brought  up  by  parties  in  Elbridge  and  Weare, 
but  Mr.  Gay  hired  Charles  W.  Deane,  a  lawyer  of  Pentwater,  to  work  his  cause,  in  which 
he  was  successful.     Thus,  in  July,  1865,  it  was  ordered  that  lands  be  taken  from  Weare 
to  form  the  townships  of  Crystal  and  Colfax. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  in  April,  1876,  at  the  blacksmith  shop  in  Crystal 
Valley.     This  was  burned  along  with  the  saw  mill  in  May  of  1877. 

Dr.  Kittridge  was  elected  the  first  Supervisor.     David  K.  Foster,  a  half-breed 
Ottawa  Indian,  teaching  government  at  school,  was  elected  Clerk. 

Jared  H.  Gay  was  the  first  Treasurer,  remaining  in  office  for  3  years. 

Records  of  the  township  are  incomplete.     The  first  record  of  an  election  was  a 
special  meeting  at  No.   1  schoolhouse  on  June  7,   1869.     The  election  was  held  because 
all  the  township  officers  resigned  except  Dr.  Kittridge  who  was  then  Supervisor. 

The  first  mill  in  the  area  was  a  shingle  mill  started  by  John  Bean.     It  was  later 
enlarged  by  Mr.  Gay  and  then  sold  to  Sands  and  Maxwell.     As  the  pine  and  hardwood  were 
cleared  away,  the  area  became  agricultural.     Today,  mostly  cash  crops  and  fruits  have 
replaced  the  early  farming  methods  of  oxen  and  primitive  machinery. 

The  present  township  of  Crystal  is  over  one-third  National  and  State  forest  land. 
It  is  noted  for  its  agriculture  and  outdoor  recreational  land.     The  current  Supervisor 
is  Gerald  Greiner,  Clerk  is  Phyllis  Greiner,  the  Treasurer  is  Howard  Terryn,  with 
trustees  William  Smith  and  Joe  Oomen. 


Sponsored  by 
Crystal  Township 


CRYSTAL  VALLEY  TAVERN 


OCEANA  REALTY 


Hospitality  Center  for  Over  40  Years 
Dancing  &  Lunches 


MUSKEGON 
894-8902 


OCEANA 
861-4610 


NEWAYGO 
924-5636 


or 


Coctails  -  Beer  -  Wine 


MASON 
845-7210 


682-1617 


KAL  &  AVIS  YOUR  HOSTS 


SEE  US  FOR  YOUR  NEW  WAUSAU  HOME 


BOX  111 


ROTHBURY,  MICH.  49452 
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WE ARE  TOWNSHIP 
Organized  in  1860 

Weare  Township  was  first  organized  on  April  2,  1860,  at  the  house  of  Charles 
Mears.     The  first  officers  were: 

Supervisor  -  Myrtle  B.  High 
Clerk  -  A.D.  Boomer 
Treasurer  -  W.P.  Harding 

Justices  of  the  Peace  -  N.  Rogers,  F.  Hartman,  F.  VonHolmrich  and 

James  G.  Blowers 
Highway  Commissioners  -  N-  Rogers,  M.B.  High 
School  Inspector  -  N.  Rogers 
Constables  -  C.  Dumaw,  H.O.  Neal 

Valuation  of  property  in  Weare  Township  in  1860 
Total  property  taxes  assessed  in  1860  

Valuation  of  property  in  Weare  Township  in  1975  $3,808,900.00 

Total  property  taxes  assessed  in  1975   130,144.25 

Meetings  are  now  held  at  the  present  township  hall.     Township  officers  are  as 
follows : 

Supervisor  -  Albert  VanBergen 
Clerk  -  Lois  Malburg 
Treasurer  -  Germaine  Malburg 
Trustees  -  Henry  LaPorte,  John  Studer 

There  were  six  school  districts  in  Weare  — 
No.   6,  the  Cargill  School,  in  south  Weare, 
pictured  at  left  —  being  the  only  log  school. 
This  building  was  burned  in  1888,  to  be  re- 
placed by  a  brick  building. 

Teacher  -  E.S.  Rogers 

Standing,  from  left  to  right  -  Babe  Kokx, 
Dayton  Selby,  John  Kokx,  George  Mason,  Francis 
Selby,  Leo  G.  Greiner,  Had  Purdy,  Toe  Kokx, 
Orange  Beckley,  Etta  Carr,  Linna  Comstock,  Anna 
Woodward,  Rossie  Roberts,  Teacher,  Anna  Seitz, 
Henry  Malburg,  Wirth  Avery,  Maud  Roberts,  Bert 
Purdy,  Charles  Greiner,  Joe  Greiner,  Oscar 
Cargill,  Mr.  Avery. 

Front  row,  seated  -  George  Malburg,  Perry 
Cargill,  Willie  Hyatt,  Gertie  Ervin,  Effie 
Roberts,  Laura  Cargill,  Leone  Henion,  Mary 
Malburg,  Ethel  Henion,  Hattie  Sharp. 


Pictured  at  left,  is  one  of  the  first  log  houses 
in  Weare  Township.     This  one  was  built  by  David 
Cargill  &  Sons  in  1865,  in  Section  36,  in  a 
wooded  area  on  an  Indian  Trail,  which  is  now 
Jackson  Road. 


$  14,987.00 
321.57 


Sponsored  by  Weare  Township 
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PENTWATER  TOWNSHIP 
Organized  in  1855 

On  February  13,  1855,  Oceana,  Mason  and  Manistee  Counties  were 
established  by  Act  No.  171  of  the  State  Legislature.     By  the  same  1855 
Act,  Oceana  was  divided  into  three  townships  with  Pentwater  Township 
then  occupying  all  the  territory  now  in  the  four  northern  townships. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  on  April  7,  1856,  in  the  home  of 
Edwin  R.  Cobb  who,  along  with  Andrew  Rector,  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  Pentwater.     Cobb  was  elected  supervisor.     In  1858,  Cobb 
and  Rector  had  a  village  plat  laid  out  on  52.41  acres  of  land  they  had 
bought  from  the  U.  S.  Land  Office,  in  1849. 

The  village  plat  was  called  Pentwater  and  was  recorded  in  December 

1858. 

The  village  became  incorporated  in  1867  and  a  Charter  was  adopted 
on  March  16,  1876. 


1976  Township  Officials 


Supervisor:     Wallace  Flynn 
Clerk:     Edward  A.  Schimke 
Treasurer:     Lee  Evans 
Trustees:     Leslie  V.  Bailey 
Jack  Rought 


Sponsored  by 
Pentwater  Township 
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THE  LOVELY  LITTLE  VILLAGE  OF  PENTWATER 


Hancock  Street  looking  south.     Late  1800' s. 
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Sponsored  By 
Suchy ' s 

Bob's  Gun  Shop 
Nickerson  Inn 
Shaw  Real  Estate 
Gustaf son ' s 
Lites  Pharmacy 
The  Central  Agency 
Shaw  Agency 
Rek  "N"  Reef 
The  Yarn  Tree 

Birdland  Hardware  &  Variety 
The  Village  Green  Market 
Mort's  Sunoco  Station 
Rinaldi's  Dari-Creme 
Village  of  Pentwater 
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SNUG  HARBOR 
MARINE  CENTER 

Pentwater 


"a  full  service  marina" 

(616)  869-7001 


In  the  late  1800' s,  Pentwater  was  active  with  steamers  and  shipping  vessels. 


Ml 


Later  years  saw  the  decline  of  industry  and  the  same  shoreline  was  now  empty. 


Then,  in  1959  Holger  Jernudd  foresaw  the  ex- 
pansion of  boating  and  the  need  for  addi- 
tional marine  facilities.     He  and  Maria  left 
Chicago,  bought  the  above  lot  and  empty 
building  and  with  time,  a  strong  will  and 
hearty  spirit  transformed  a  barren  shore- 
line into  one  of  Western  Michigan's  finest 
marinas . 

Snug  Harbor  stands  today  as  proof  of  the 
Great  American  Dream;  that  an  individual 
with  an  idea  is  free  to  pursue  that  goal 
and  make  it  a  reality. 
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CITY  OF  HART 


OLD  CITY  HALL 

The  old  City  Hall,  which 
formerly  included  the  library, 
was  originally  the  Hart  Town- 
ship Hall.     When  Hart  became 
a  "city"  in  1947,  the  city 
took  over  the  Township  Hall. 
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PRESENT  CITY  HALL 


The  construction  of  a  new  City  Hall  began  with  ground  breaking  ceremonies  dur- 
ing the  term  of  Mayor  Hollis  Tate.     Built  on  the  old  site  of  the  Hart  High  School  and 
Grammar  School,  City  Hall  was  constructed  under  a  Municipal  Building  Authority,  with 
Walter  VanAllsburg,  president;   Robert  Essenberg,   secretary  and  Bert  Stevens,  treasurer. 
Total  cost  of  construction  was  $100,000.     An  official  "Open  House"  was  held  on  June  25, 
1966.     The  Hart  City  Hall  houses  not  only  the  city  government  offices,  but  also  the 
water,   sewer  and  hydro  departments,  the  Hart  Public  Library,  Hart  Fire  Department  and 
the  Hart  Police  Department. 

CITY  OFFICIALS  1975-1976 


Clarence 
'Clancy"  Aerts 


Mary  Jo 
Butcher 


■ 


Theodore 
Ted"  Hodges,  Jr. 


Mayor 

Clement  0. 
McLouth,  Jr 


Sponsored  by 
City  of  Hart 


Harry  Lynch 


Douglas  Pider 


s^its*  ,flH 

William 
"Bill"  Wells 
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SILVER  MILL  -  HART,  MICHIGAN 


We  haven't  always  been  a  part  of  Oceana  County-  But,  in  1967  we  started 
in  this  building. 


In  just  9  years  we've  expanded  to  this  new  facility  and  feel  confident 
that  we  will  continue  to  grow  and  prosper  with  Oceana  County  in  the 
century  to  come. 

As  a  special  service,  the  fine  fruits  and  vegetables  grown  by  Oceana 
growers,  bought  and  processed  by  Silver  Mill,  are  now  available  to  the 
area  residents  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Hart  Meat  Company,  located  on 
Griswold  Street. 
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A  view  of  Hart  Village  in  1875. 


Marvin's  Pharmacy 

Hart,  Michigan 
PHONE:  873-2540 


PRESCRIPTIONS  -  DRUGS  -  SUNDRIES 
PICK-UP  &  DELIVERY  -  SICKROOM  SUPPLIES 
CAMERA  DEPARTMENT  -  24  HR.  PHOTO  FINISHING 
COSMETICS  -  OFFICE  SUPPLIES 

EMERGENCY  PHONE:  873-3962 


MOBIL 

HART  PETROLEUM  CO., 
HART,  MICHIGAN 
Mobilgas 

Mobileheat 

Serving  Oceana  County 
For  Over  40  Years 
PHONE:  873-3960 


INC. 


STATE  FARM 
INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Ronald  Farmer 

LOCAL  AGENT 

201  State  Street 
Hart,  Michigan 
Phone:  873-2271 

A  Complete  Line  Of  Insurance 
For  Your  Every  Need 


Morat's  Bakery 

"The  Sweetest  Place 
In  Two  Towns" 


HART  -  873-3011 


SHELBY  -  861-2740 
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The  Summer  of  1975  saw  a  new  4-lane  highway 
merge  along  Polk  Road  and  State  Street  to  down- 
own  Hart.     This  picture  shows  half  the  width  of 
the  road,  extending  west  on  Polk  Road  past  the 
Fairgrounds. 


Ribbon  cutting  ceremonies  for  the  9  mile 
addition  of  the  US-31  expressway  were  held  on 
December  23,   1975.     Part  of  the  road  construc- 
tion being  incomplete,   the  road  was  closed 
again  for  several  months  in  the  Spring  of  1976. 
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65  STATE  ST. 


<NAPA> 

HART,  MICHIGAN  49420 


TELEPHONE  873-3725 

HART 

AUTOMOTIVE  SUPPLY 


AUTOMOTIVE 

PARTS 

TRUCK 

AND 

TRACTOR 

SUPPLIES 

Your  NAPA  Jobber  is  a  Good  Man  to  Know" 


Lorenz  Party  Store 

GROCERIES 
BEVERAGES 
DRUGS 

Phone:  873-2369 
OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


HART  MEAT  CO. 

CUSTOM  BUTCHERING  RETAIL 

PHIL  SMITH  -  Owner 
PHONE:  873-3874 


MURRAY  ROSSITER 
AGENCY 

HOMES  -  LAND  -  LAKE  LOTS 
RECREATION  LAND 

South  Hart  Exit  -  Hart,  Michigan 

Phone:  873-2627 
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HART  -  SHELBY 

CLOTHING  -  SHOES 
MENS  LADIES  CHILDRENS 


POWERS  ALSO  HAS  A 
SUMMER  RESORTWEAR  STORE 

THE  "CLOTHES  LOFT" 

AT  SILVER  LAKE 


MULL  HARDWARE 

PHONE:  873-2768 
109  WASHINGTON  ST.,  HART,  MICHIGAN 

PLUMBING  -  HEATING  AND 
ELECTRICAL  SUPPLIES 


CHRISTMANN  AGENCY 

BOX  124 
HART,  MICHIGAN 
OFFICE  873-4556 
RESIDENCE  873-2662 


General  Insurance 


Walker  s  Bar  &  Colonial  Dining  Room 

227  EAST  MAIN  STREET 
HART.   MICHIGAN  49420 

PHONE  (616)  873-4986 
Food  In  The  Finest  Tradition 


Camp  Houk,   located  near  Hart, 
was  a  place  where  Civil  War 
veterans  got  together  for 
reunions.     It  was  named  for 
Theodore  C.  Houk,  a  veteran 
who  secured  passage  of  ex- 
empting soldiers  from  the 
poll  tax.   (August  1924) 


Bender,   located  between  Shelby  and 
Mears,  was  a  small  train  stop  on 
the  Chicago  and  West  Michigan  Rail- 
road. (1914) 
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DID  YOU  KNOW... 


*  Wolves  were  thick  and  quite  familiar  in  the  county  in  the  mid  1800' s. 

*  On  April  9,  1894  there  was  a  very  tragic  accident  on  the  logging  road  of  Staples 
and  Covell,  east  of  New  Era,  near  the  west  line  of  Ferry,  in  Shelby  Township.  A 
tree  had  blown  across  the  track  and  nine  men,  in  the  cab  of  a  logging  engine,  were 
coming  up  to  the  camp  for  dinner.     The  engine  struck  the  tree  and  turned  over, 
bottom  side  up.     The  steam  pipes  burst  and  the  men  had  to  breathe  the  steam  and 
were  terribly  burned.     All  nine  men  crawled  out  of  one  small  window.     The  men  con- 
cerned were:     Emery  Stearns,  Fred  Chalker,  and  Otto  Shelander;  engineer,  Gus  Anderson; 
firemen,  Allen  and  Loran  Critchett,  Charlie  Wolf,  Frank  Shippey  and  John  Lynch.  All 
men  died  except  Fred  Chalker  and  Emery  Stearns. 

*  Swift  Lathers  built  a  miniature  village  on  his  property  in  the  Sand  Dunes  including 
a  church,  schoolhouse,  residence  and  stores.     He  carried  most  of  the  material  on  his 
back,  or  with  a  shoulder  harness. 

*  The  population  in  1890  was  18,500  and  in  the  last  U.S.  Census  in  1969  there  were 
17,900  people  in  Oceana  County.     It  is  now  (1976)  nearly  18,000. 

*  Oceana  County  has  had  two  National  Cherry  Queens;  Marjorie   (Field)  Peterson  in  1947 
and  Lois  Rider  in  1975. 

*  The  Ku  Klux  Klan  marched  in  Hart  in  October  1924. 
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SCHANER  &  SONS 


ernest  a.  Mccarty,  inc. 


REALTOR 


PHONE:  873-3630 

Hart,  Michigan 


Phone:  616/873-3178  or  616/873-5140 


DEALERS  IN 
Poultry  -  Dairy  -  Horse 
Hog  &  Stock  Feeds 
ns  -  Spray  Materials 
Fertilizers 


127  State  Street 


Hart,  Michigan  49420 


GAMBLE  STORE 


FORESTRY  ASSOCIATES 
INCORPORATED 


HARDWARE,  LADIES  APPAREL 
YARD  GOODS,  APPLIANCES,  FURNITURE 
PAINT  ACCESSORIES 


A  Local  Firm  with  thirty  years  experience  providing 
professional  management  services  for  hardwood 
timber  stands  in  private  ownership  and  providing  a 
continuous  market  for  locally  grown  Christmas 
Trees  and  Hardwood  Timber. 


CHARLES  BROWN,  Authorized  Dealer 
PHONE:  873-2510 

HART,  MICHIGAN 


Corner  Polk  Road  and  US  31 
HART,  MICHIGAN  49420 
Phone:  873-3762 


-49- 


GALES  AGENCY,  INC. 

INSURANCE  SERVICE  SINCE  1933 


704  STATE  STREET 
234  N.  MICHIGAN  AVE. 


HART,  MICHIGAN 
SHELBY,  MICHIGAN 


Hanmer  Drugs 
& 

Ye  Olde  Gifte  Shoppe 

Tom  &  Sandy  Price 
Registered  Pharmacists 

HART 

PHONE:  873-3609 

Gifts,  Candies,  Sunglasses 
Jewelry,  Cards  &  Cosmetics 


"Still  Serving  Western  Michigan 

HART  AUTO  CO.  § 
102  E.  MAIN  ST.,  HART,  MICHIGAN! 


JAMES  NOECKER 


Area  Code  616-873-3768 


mix. 


NOECKER  MOVERS 

HEAVY  MOVING  a  BUILDING  CONTRACTOR 
HART,  MICHIGAN  49420 


As  You  would  That  Men  Should  Do  To  You 
do  ye  Even  So  To  Them.  MATT  7:12 


FORD 


LESTER  E.  SCHANER 
SCHANER  OIL  COMPANY 
713  COURTLANT  STREET 
HART,  MICHIGAN 


>  ■ 


Business  was  purchased 
from  Addison  Corliss  on 
January  1,   1945,  transport- 
ing fuel  from  Muskegon. 

In  1952  the  bulk  plant 
was  built  in  Hart.     In  July 
1962  the  Hook  Gas  Station 
was  added. 


/TV 
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VILLAGE 
0  F 

A  L  K  E  R  V  I  L  L  E 


The  Village  of  Walker- 
ville  was  founded  in  1883  by 
Fayette  Walker.     In  1890,  the 
town  consisted  of  a  railroad, 
post  office,  school  building, 
a  church,  two  meat  markets, 
two  hotels,  two  general  mer- 
chandise establishments,  two 
drug  stores,  a  saw  and  feed 
mill,  two  blacksmith  shops, 
(hardware  store,  barber  shop, 
shoe  shop,  livery  barn  and  a 
saloon. 


Southside  Looking  East 
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BUTTERS  &  PETERS  HAN CAR  AND  FIRE  FIGHTING  CYCLE 

June  1908 

(3  miles  southeast  of  Walkerville.     Left  to  right: 
Lind  Blamer,  Big  John,  George  Hendricks  and  Orel 
(Doc)  Perry) 


Sponsored  by 

CHASE  FARMS 

IN  THE  FAMILY  SINCE  1900.      WE  FREEZE  AND  STORE 
OCEANA'S  BEST  ASPARAGUS,   CHERRIES  AND  CUTBEANS . 
NEXT  DOOR  TO  THE  LATE  CALVIN  WOODWORTH  FARM, 
HE  WAS  OUR  GREAT,   GREAT,  GRANDFATHER. 
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WALKERVILLE  BRANCH 

STATE  SAVINGS  BANK 
Of  SCOTTVIUE 

WALKERVILLE,  MICHIGAN 


II 


.  /-.  


MillllP 


THE  ORIGINAL  BANK  BUILDING 
BUILT  IN  1908. 

MEMBER  F.D.I.C 
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Monument  in  honor  of  Chief 
Cob-moo-Sa,   standing  at  northeast 
corner  of  Section  27,   in  Elbridge 
Township. 


Old  Government  School  House  on 
northeast  corner  of  Sec.   27  in  Elbridge 
Township.     Burned  down  since  picture 
was  taken. 


Former  General  Store  and  Lattin 
Post  Office  on  144th  Avenue  and  Filmore 
Road. 

Originally  built  and  run  by  H.R. 
Lattin,  followed  by  Smith  Bros.,  Jake 
Skelekens,  C.W.  Fenner  and  Roy  McCarty. 
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GOLDEN 
COMMUNITY 


Horti  MB  tall.  Ht£M8,  Mich. 


Fred  Urtel   (foreground)  worked 
on  this  stone  road  built  in  Mears.j 
The  lane  was  nine  feet  wide  and 
extended  west  from  the  church  one 
mile.     (In  1930's) 


Ward  and  Walker  Hotel 
and  Store  -  1907. 


The  lighthouse  on  the  shore  of 
ake  Michigan,  Little  Point  Sable, 
as  built  in  1873.     The  lite  at 
he  top  of  the  108  foot  structure 
s  visible  for  18^  miles. 


Sponsored  By 

Golden  Township 
Business  and  Merchants 
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GOLDEN  COMMUNITY 


In  1941,   Louis  DeWolf  found  an  old  Indian  canoe  in  the  dunes.  It 
was  brought  out  by  Oscar  Shogren   (above)   and  is  now  in  the  Smithsonian 
Institute  in  Washington,  D.C. 


This  old  boarding  house  is  still  standing  near  the  Silver  Lake 
Channel,  Charles  Mears  is  standing  in  front  of  the  second  window  from 
the  left.     Carrie  Mears  is  next  to  him  (white  dress) . 


Sponsored  by 
Golden  Township  Families 
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SHELBY  VILLAGE 


Shelby  lies  about  halfway  between  Muskegon  and  Ludington,  which  for  years  have 
been  carferry  ports  along  the  east  coast  of  Lake  Michigan.     It  is  nestled  in  a  valley 
and  surrounded  by  acres  upon  acres  of  fruit  trees  and  asparagus  plantations.  Shelby 
township  has  more  cherry  trees  and  more  acres  of  asparagus  than  any  other  similar 
area  in  the  state.     The  daily  tonnage  of  its  canning  factories  and  shippers  make  a 
fantastic  total  and  its  products  go  to  not  only  the  cities  of  the  eastern  states  and 
mid-west,  but  to  European  markets  via  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway. 

There  were  a  few  settlers  in  what  is  now  known  as  Shelby  township  when  the  County 
of  Oceana  was  organized  in  1855.     With  the  establishment  of  a  land  office  at  Ionia  and 
the  government  survey,  property  was  made  available  to  the  hardy  pioneers  at  $1.25  an 
acre.     It  was  the  practice  of  purchasers  to  either  make  a  personal  survey  or  rely  on 
reports  of  men  who  made  the  cruising  of  state  lands  their  primary  occupation.     In  either 
case,  the  purchaser  had  considerably  more  than  $50  invested  for  each  40  acres  that  he 
purchased.     He  had  to  go  back  to  Ionia  to  file  his  claim  and  make  his  payment.  Some- 
times he  found  previous  filings  on  the  descriptions  he  had  selected  for  his  own. 

First  business  places  in  the  present  Shelby  township  area  were  at  Churchill's 
Corners,  which  was  across  the  road  to  the  south  from  where  the  Cherry  Hill  Supermarket 
now  serves  the  public.     Included  among  the  business  places  which  were  located  there 
were  the  Churchill  Tavern,  a  blacksmith  shop,  a  general  store  and  a  soft  drink  bottling 
factory.     A  large  barn  at  the  rear  of  the  Churchill  Tavern  was  the  storage  place  for 
equipment  and  the  horses  which  were  exchanged  there  by  the  stage  drivers  who  covered 
the  route  daily  between  Pentwater  and  Whitehall  before  the  rails  were  extended  into 
Oceana  County  in  1872. 

The  first  plat  of  the  village  was  prepared  and  financed  by  Or in  Deming  and  Alexander 
Pittenger  of  Shelby  and  S.  A.  Browne  of  Pentwater.     The  plat  carried  the  name  of  "Barnett" 
which  was  the  name  of  a  brakeman  on  the  railroad  who  agreed  to  pay  the  necessary  filing 
fees... but  never  did.     Even  today  real  estate  transfers  in  the  business  section  of  the 
village  carry  the  designation  "Barnett  Plat,  Village  of  Shelby." 

No  county  in  the  state  has  a  more  fantastic  history  as  to  nomenclature  oddities 
than  does  Oceana.     The  name  of  "Shelby"  traces  to  a  Revolutionary  War  and  War  of  1812 
hero,  who  was  twice  the  Governor  of  Kentucky  and  a  military  man  par  excellence. 

Few  people  know  of  the  pigeon  flights  of  the  early  1870' s,  when  for  several  years 
Shelby's  nearby  swamps  and  thickets  furnished  their  nesting  places  where  they  raided 
their  squabs  before  flying  onward.     It  was  in  Shelby  —  twenty  years  before  the  Henry 
Ford  production  line  —  that  similar  lines  were  set  up  to  process  for  shipment  by  ex- 
press, barrels  upon  barrels  of  dressed  pigeons  (in  ice)  which  went  to  the  hotels  of  the 
east  and  midwest  as  the  season's  delicacy.     The  income  from  the  pigeon  industry  brought 
in  so  much  ready  cash  that  the  year  1873  saw  over  30  business  places  built  and  stocked 
and  over  80  residences  completed  to  care  for  the  fast-growing  community. 

At  the  time  this  article  was  written,  Shelby  is  a  major  community  on  US-31. 
Shelby  found  that  it  was  ideally  suited  for  the  wood  of  other  trees  such  as  peaches, 
pears  and  plums.     It  has  also  been  a  leader  in  the  production  of  potatoes  and 
pickles.     A  lime  pit  and  kiln  at  the  south  end  of  Michigan  Avenue,  in  Shelby  village, 
provided  a  source  of  most  of  the  fertilizer  and  the  plaster  needed  for  the  county  in 
early  days.     Naturally  to  get  the  most  out  of  any  crop  that  goes  to  market  one  needs 
a  certain  amount  of  PEP  and  PUSH  ever  remembering  "No  matter  the  quantity,  remember 
the  quality"  as  business  is  carried  out  on  a  quick  service  Quid  Pro  Quo  basis. 

Sponsored  by 
Village  of  Shelby 
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THE  OPERA  HOUSE 


In  June  of  1888,  a  number  of  businessmen  met  to  organize  the  Shelby  Improve- 
ment Company  and  finance  the  expenditure  for  a  brick  block  to  provide  housing  for 
the  banking  firm  of  Churchill,  Oakes  and  Company,  the  Rankin  &  Dewey  General 
Store,  several  offices  and  an  Opera  House. 

Plans  had  been  prepared  and  were  approved  for  a  building  50  x  85  feet  with  a 
basement  under  three-fourths  of  the  building  and  heated  from  a  single  steam  plant. 
Ground  breaking  came  just  six  days  after  that  meeting  with  the  completion  planned 
by  Christmas  of  that  year.     The  construction  was  completely  the  work  of  local 
artisans,  from  the  laying  of  the  basement  walls  to  the  building  of  several  trusses 
which  supported  the  roof  and  spanned  50  feet  between  the  side  walls  without  a  post 
or  pillar.    By  the  end  of  November  the  building  was  completed  and  the  heating  plant 
installed  and  tested.     The  month  of  December  was  used  to  finish  the  interior  for 
the  various  businesses  to  be  located  there,  and  a  Christmas  Eve  dance  was  scheduled 
for  the  first  public  use  of  the  Opera  House.     The  bank  moved  in  mid- January  and  the 
Rankin  &  Dewey  store  was  doing  business  by  the  end  of  that  month. 

From  1888  to  the  late  1920' s,  the  Opera  House  was  a  meeting  place  for  hundreds 
of  activities  including:  dances,  minstrel  shows,  political  rallies,  prohibition 
meetings,  oratorical  contests,  traveling  troupes,  Indian  medicine  shows  and  church 
fund-raising  projects  as  well  as  school  classrooms  following  the  high  school  fire 
in  1921. 

After  1930  the  upper  floor  was  used  for  storage  only,  with  the  bank  and  other 
businesses  still  below.     In  1966  a  massive  rebuilding  program  was  undertaken  with 
the  entire  "Opera  House  Block"  being  demolished  and  replaced  with  an  all  new  bank- 
ing complex.     The  upper  floors  were  opened  for  public  viewing  for  two  days  prior 
to  the  demolition  and  hundreds  of  people  got  to  have  a  last  look  at  the  town's 
77-year-old  landmark.     Younger  members  of  the  community,  never  having  seen  the 
opera  house  could  hardly  believe  some  of  the  stories  told  by  others  who  could 
remember  the  days  when  the  Opera  House  was  a  community  center  of  distinction.  A 
number  of  people  found  old  play  programs,  dance  tickets  and  other  souvenirs  among 
the  rubbish  —  a  last  momemto  of  a  dying  era. 

Sponsored  By 

S6et6y  State  1£<xk6 
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Packers  of: 

Asparagus 
Red  Tart  Cherries 
Michigan  Blueberries 
Whole  Purple  Plums 
Yellow  Cling  Peaches 
Whole  Spiced  Crab  Apples 
Spiced  Apple  Rings 


TELEPHONE  861-2141 


OCEANA  CANNING  COMPANY 

SHELBY,  MICHIGAN 

Serving  the  growers  in 
Oceana  County  -  Since  1910 
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WE  WANT  TO  SERVE  YOU 
SEE  US  WHEN  YOU  WANT 

To  Market  Your  Fruit  or  Asparagus 

N.J.  FOX  &  SONS 

SHELBY  -  PHONE:  861-2146 

UNIVERSAL  ELECTRONICS  '"' 

TV  SALES  S  SERVICE 
US- 31  SHELBY 

FOWLERS  MOBILE 
SERVICE 

SHELBY  PETROLEUM 

Standard  Oil  Products 
Farm  &  Home  Service 

DOUG  EADER,  JOBBER 
861 -2882 
364  N.  MAPLE 
SHELBY,  Ml.  49455 

We  Stock  New  &  Rebuilt  Auto  Parts 
Goodyear  Tires  -  Dayco  Belts  &  Hoses 
Brake  Drums  &  Rotors  Turned 
24  HR.  WRECKER  SERVICE 

PHONE  861-2802  -  DAYTIME 
861-4422  -  NIGHT 
SHELBY,  MICHIGAN 
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The  steam  locomotive,  a  common  means  of 
transportation,  at  the  old  New  Era  Depot. 


Gkewuf  eMilL 

Swn&i  Market 


Groceries  -  Meats  -  Produce 
Household  Items 
Cold  Beer  &  Wine 


U.S.-31 

SHELBY,  MICHIGAN  49455 
TELEPHONE  861-4076 


SHELBY 
SAWMILL,  INC. 

Crates  &  Lumber 

SHELBY,  MICHIGAN 
PHONE:  861-2236 


CHEEVER 


Coal,  Bulk  &  Bagged  Fertilizer 
and  Spray  Material 
PHONE:  861-2526 

SHELBY,  MICHIGAN  49455 
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This  old  threshing  machine  and  tractor  was 
used  on  farms  in  Claybanks  Township.    (1930' s) 
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A  view  of  Butternut  Corners  in  Shelby,  1912 
Today  the  two  streets  shown  here  are  Michigan 
Avenue  and  U.S.  31. 


BROWN'S  THRIFT  T 
SHOPPING 
CENTER 

FORMERLY  BROWN'S  THRIFTWAY 

SHELBY,  MICHIGAN  49455 
861-4160 


THE  RANKIN  -  PRO 
HARDWARE 

G.E.  APPLIANCES  -  B.P.S.  PAINTS 
We  Service  What  We  Sell 

162  NORTH  MICHIGAN 
SHELBY,  MICHIGAN 

PHONE:  861-2894 


HANES  PARTY  STORE 

LIQUOR  —  BEER  —  WINE 
PARTY  SNACKS 

US-31  SOUTH  SHELBY 

PHONE:  861-5316 


SHELBY  PHARMACY 


NEW  ERA  -  1872-1976 


Street  Scene-July  4th  Celebration  Village  Hall 

around  the  turn  of  the  Century.  Senior  Citizens  Center 

A  tiny  settlement  near  the  southern  boundary  of  Oceana  County  was  given  the 
presumptuous  sounding  name  of  New  Era.     Legend  has  it  that  one  Dr.  Spaulding, 
owner  of  a  sawmill,  picked  the  name  as  a  compromise  from  his  original  choice  of 
New  Erie,  after  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  his  former  home.     "Let's  call  it  New  Era. 
After  all,   this  is  a  New  Era  we  are  living  in",  the  Doctor  has  been  quoted  as 
saying.     Thus,  New  Era  was  founded  and  named  in  1872. 

On  June  28,   1948  New  Era  was  incorporated.     Elmer  Meyers  was  elected  the 
first  President  of  the  Village,  plus  six  trustees  and  a  clerk.     Through  the  years 
many  capable  people  served  the  village.     Under  their  direction,  visible  changes 
were  made  thru  incorporation,   fire  protection,  paving  and  maintenance  of  unpaved 
streets,  the  installation  of  good  street  lighting  system,  and  the  placement  of 
street  signs. 

In  1974  a  downtown  building  was  purchased,  renovated  and  remodeled  as  the 
new  Village  Hall.     It  is  used  for  Council  meetings,  Community  affairs  and  Senior 
Citizens  Recreation. 

At  the  present  time  Tom  TenBrink  is  serving  as  Village  President.  Trustees 
are;  Jess  Pranger,  Carl  Reed,  Tim  DeVos,  Jerry  Newmyer,   "Bud"  Simons,  and  Don 
Richards.     Abe  Newmyer  is  serving  as  Village  Clerk  and  Donna  Heykoop  is  Treasurer. 


Sponsored  by  Village  of  New  Era 


-62- 


MEYERS  CHEVROLET 

New  Era,  Mi. 


SON'S, 
SERVICE 

SOT 

PHONE  861-2802 


VANDER  VEN'S  THRIFTWAY 

"Our  Pleasure  To  Serve  You" 
Groceries    -    Meat    -  Produce 


FUNERAL  HOME 


*  FOOD 
STORES 


PHONE:  861-5127 


NEW  ERA,  MICHIGAN 


861-2360 

267  N.  MICHIGAN  AVE.  -  SHELBY 


■"gar 


ROTHBURY 
AMC  JEEP  INC. 


ROTHBURY  CREAMERY 
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—  ELMER  JOHNSON,   MANAGER,  1915 


The  Oceana  County  Bicentennial  design 
was  chosen  from  over  300  entries  in  a  con- 
test sponsored  by  the  County  Bicentennial 
Commission. 

The  winning  entry  was  the  work  of 
Elaine  Bosse,  daughter  of  the  Octavius 
Bosse's  of  New  Era.     Elaine,  a  6th  grade 
student  at  the  time,  is  very  active  in 
the  band  and  4-H  activities.     Her  design 
has  sixteen  stars  in  a  circle,  one  for 
each  of  the  townships.     The  large  star 
in  the  center  denotes  growth  prosperity 
in  Oceana  in  1976.     The  border  is  the 
outline  of  Oceana  County. 

The  design  is  used  in  various  ways  to 
promote  the  Bicentennial  in  Oceana  County. 
Elaine  gave  her  best  effort  in  a  little 
contest  and  as  a  result  she  has  made  a 
major  contribution  to  Oceana.     We  too,  by 
giving  our  best  efforts  in  what  we  do, 
can  greatly  contribute  to  the  strength 
of  our  county  and  our  country. 


THE  4-H  EMBLEM 


QD 

op 


The  first  emblem  design  was  a  3-leaf  clover  introduced  by  0.  H.  Benson,  some- 
time during  1907.     Right  from  the  beginning,  the  3  H's  signified  Head,  Heart,  and 
Hands . 


A  four-leaf  clover  design  with  H's  appeared  around  1908.     It  was  suggested  by 
Benson  that  the  four  H's  stand  for  "head,  heart,  hands,  and  hustle" .. .head  trained 
to  think,  plan  and  reason;  heart  trained  to  be  true,  kind  and  sympathetic;  hands 
trained  to  be  useful,  helpful  and  skillful;  and  the  hustle  to  render  ready  service, 
to  develop  health  and  vitality. 

In  1911,  O.  B.  Martin,  is  credited  with  suggesting  that  the  4-H's  stand  for 
Head,  Heart,  Hands,  and  Health. . .universally  used  since. 


Otis  Hall,  State  Leader  of  Kansas 
was  responsible  for  the  original 
wording  of  the  4-H  pledge.     It  was 
officially  adopted  at  the  first 
National  4-H  Club-Camp  in  1927. 

This  pledge  remained  unchanged 
until  1973,  when  in  response  to 
reguests  from  a  number  of  States 
it  was  changed  to  include  "my 
world" . 


THE  4-H  PLEDGE 


I  PLEDGE 

MY  HEAD  TO  CLEARER  THINKING, 

MY  HEART  TO  GREATER  LOYALTY, 
MY  HANDS  TO  LARGER  SERVICE, 
MY  HEALTH  TO  BETTER  LIVING, 

FOR  MY  CLUB,   MY  COMMUNITY,  MY  COUNTY, 

AND  MY  WORLD. 


Sponsored  By 

Gales  IGA 

Hart  Lumber  Company 
Rothbury  Department  Store 
Mc 1 s  Meat  Company 


H.  C.  Hall,  PE  Consulting  Civil  Engineer 
Rothbury  Hardware 
Manak  Egg  Farm 
Shelby  Man-Made  Gems 
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AGRICULTURE 


"Nature  was  lavish  with  her  gifts  to  the  pioneers  of  Oceana  County.     The  combina- 
tion of  air  and  soil  was  of  the  rarest  kind,  and  as  the  dense  forests  were  removed  there 
layed  the  soil  waiting  only  to  be  tickled  with  the  implements  of  agriculture  to  yield 
abundant  harvest.     The  sandy  loams  of  the  hillsides  and  valleys  were  not  baked  by  the 
torrid  sun  of  summer,  and  it  drained  itself  so  perfectly  and  was  fanned  so  incessantly 
by  the  soft  air  currents  of  the  lake  that  it  laughed  at  Winter's  white-bearded  frost." 
(From  the  Oceana  County  Atlas  of  1895) 

As  great,  if  not  greater,  diversity  of  farm  products  were  produced  in  Oceana  than 
any  other  county  in  the  United  States.     It  had  more  than  twice  the  number  of  acres  in 
orchards,  compared  with  the  total  number  of  acres  under  cultivation,  of  any  other  county 
in  the  state. 

The  value  and  importance  of  the  county  as  an  agricultural  (cereal  and  vegetable) 
producing  locality  was  to  a  certain  extent  lost  to  view,  in  consequence  of  her  exten- 
sive fruit  culture  from  which  she  has  derived  a  national  reputation. 

In  area  this  county  has  343,040  acres.     From  the  1894  census  we  learn  that  the  area 
in  farms  was  58,562  acres,  or  only  46  per  cent  of  the  total  area.     The  most  recent  census, 
1964,  indicates  little  change,  with  about  151,706  acres  in  farms  or  about  44  per  cent  of 
the  land.     Before  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  county  boasted  2,186  farms  of  an  average 
size  of  72  acres.     Today  the  number  of  farms  is  down  about  half  to  1,077  with  the  aver- 
age size  being  140  acres.     The  value  of  farm  products  then  was  $745,369  or  about  $341  per 
farm,  latest  figures  place  a  value  of  $98,335,254  or  about  $7,925  per  farm. 

During  the  1800' s  Oceana  made  no  particular  claim  in  the  line  of  dairy  production, 
but  in  1893  produced  531,308  pounds  of  butter  from  2,000,000  gallons  of  milk.     In  1964, 
we  find  the  dairy  farmers  producing  34,369,549  pounds  of  milk  with  48,490  pounds  of 
butterfat. 

In  livestock,  Oceana  reported  4,785  cattle  and  7,423  swine.     Today  we  find  her  list- 
ing 14,529  head  of  cattle  and  3,170  swine.     Also  included  in  these  figures  were  258,018 
bushel  of  corn  produced  with  a  county  average  of  33  bushel  per  acre.     In  1964  the  county 
produced  426,549  bushel  of  corn  with  an  average  of  53  bushel  per  acre. 

Oceana  was  well  adapted  to  the  growth  of  apples,  pears,  apricots,  quinces,  and  all 
the  smaller  fruits,  and  was  especially  adapted  to  the  profitable  growth  of  peaches  and 
plums.     Most  of  the  fruit  grown  in  the  1800" s  was  marketed  fresh  to  the  large  markets  of 
Chicago  and  Milwaukee  which  were  reached  by  rail,  or  partly  or  entirely  by  boat.  These 
boats  docked  at  the  village  of  Benona  (Stony  Lake),  Sammon's  Landing,   (Little  Point 
Sauble) ,  and  at  Pentwater.     During  one  day  at  Pentwater,  17,000  bushel  of  peaches  were 
loaded  onto    the  boats.     This  is  remarkable  when  you  consider  not  1  bushel  had  been 
grown  in  the  township  of  Pentwater,  but  had  been  brought  in  from  surrounding  areas  by 
horse  and  wagon. 

About  3  canneries  were  in  business  before  the  turn  of  the  century.     They  were  lo- 
cated in  Pentwater,  Hart  and  Shelby.     Today  almost  every  town  boasts  at  least  one  can- 
ning facility;    (New  Era  Canning  Company  in  New  Era,  Oceana  Canning  Company  and  Food 
Industries  of  America  at  Shelby,  Stokely  Van  Camp,  and  Silver  Mill  of  Hart) . 

Chas  Farms  of  Walkerville,  and  Vernon  Bull  of  Benona  are  involved  in  the  IQF  freez- 
ing process  of  fruits  and  vegetables.     In  addition,  N.J.  Fox  and  Sons  of  Shelby  receive 
produce  for  Gerber  Products  of  Fremont  and  Michigan  Fruit  Canners  of  Benton  Harbor. 

One  commodity  not  mentioned  in  the  early  annuals  of  Oceana  history  is  asparagus. 
Today  asparagus  is  king  here  in  Oceana  County.     We  have  over  7,000  acres  in  production 
representing  a  $2.5  million  dollar  crop.     Oceana  celebrates  the  asparagus  harvest  with 
the  National  Asparagus  Festival  held  in  June  every  year.     The  county  has  also  proclaimed 
itself  the  "Asparagus  Capitol  of  the  Nation." 

Oceana  also  leads  the  state  in  the  number  of  acres  planted  to  tart  cherries, 
Douglas  Fir,  and  hand-harvested  pickles.     We  are  second  in  peach  and  plum  acreage. 

With  urbanization  affecting  other  areas,  the  experts  tell  us  the  future  of  the 
states  fruit  and  vegetable  industry  lies  here  in  Oceana  County,  as  it  did  in  the 
past. 


Sponsored  by 


Gerald  &  Tom  Greiner 

Benona  Hills  Farms 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Melvin  Greiner 

Lewis  Orchards 

Paul  Roossinck 

Robert  S.  Heer  &  Sons 

Vandy  Orchards 


Burmeister  Orchards 

Lankfer  Farms 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wayne  Beachum 

Mr.  s  Mrs.  Gerald  Leutzinger 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Martin  Wm.  Burmeister,  Jr. 

Mr.   &  Mrs.  Wayne  Fleming 
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ST,  GREGORY'S  CHURCH  -  HART,  MICHIGAN 


St.  Gregory's  parish  was  founded  by  the  late  Father  Francis  Emmerich  as  a 
mission  of  St.  Joseph's,  Weare ,   in  September,   1908.     At  this  time  His  Excellency, 
Bishop  Richter,  Ordinary  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Diocese  came  and  blessed  the  corner- 
stone of  the  church. 

St.  Gregory's  was  completed  the  following  year.     in  1909  the  new  St.  Gregory's 
Church  was  dedicated.     His  Excellency  Bishop  Richter  performed  the  dedication  ceremonies. 
AFter  the  dedication  the  First  High  Mass  was  celebrated  by  Rev.  Father  Brown  of  Grand 
Rapids.     He  was  assisted  by  several  visiting  priests. 

St.  Gregory's  remained  a  mission  church  until  1936,  with  Father  Emmerich  as  pastor. 

On  May  14,  1936,  St.  Gregory's  became  a  parish  with  Rev.  Edward  J.  O'Hara  as  the 
first  resident  priest.  After  four  years  Father  O'Hara  was  transferred  to  Scottville, 
with  Father  Tomazewski  succeeding  him. 

Father  Tomazewski  passed  away  Nov.   26,   1940,  and  was  immediately  succeeded  by 
Father  C.   W.   Popell,  on  Nov.   30,  1940. 

In  the  past  the  parish  had  rented  a  home  for  the  priest,  but  on  January  1,  1943, 
the  first  parish-owned  rectory  was  acquired  by  Father  Popell.     It  was  located  two  houses 
north  of  the  church. 

August  1943,  Father  Popell  enlisted  as  a  U.S.  Navy  Chaplain.     Father  Jerome 
Szydlowski  succeeded  him  at  that  time  and  was  pastor  until  Father  Popell  returned  to 
Hart  from  the  Navy  on  February  6,  1946. 

The  parish  cemetery,   a  gift  of  the  City  of  Hart,  was  acquired  in  May,  1947. 

Construction  on  the  new  St.  Gregory's  Catholic  School  and  Convent  was  started  in 

April,   1950.     In  September  1950,   sixty-three  pupils  enrolled.     The  building  was  not 

completed,  but  work  was  moving  rapidly.     The  school  and  convent  was  dedicated  on 
October  1,   1950  by  Msgr.   William  E.  Fraser. 

Father  Popell  was  succeeded  by  Father  Kolenic  in  1956.     Under  the  pastorate  of 
Father  Kolenic,   the  present  rectory  was  built  in  1957. 

Father  Kolenic  was  succeeded  by  Msgr.  Powers  in  1964.     He  was  pastor  here  less 
than  a  year.     He  was  followed  by  Father  Joseph  Godzisz  in  1965. 

In  July  1973  Father  Godzisz  was  succeeded  by  Father  Francis  H.  Branigan,  our 
present  pastor. 


Sponsored  by 
St.  Gregory's  Church 
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Sponsored  by 
St.  Joseph's  Parish,  Weare 


ST.   JOSEPH'S  PARISH,  WEARE 

St.  Joseph's  parishioners  first  attended  Mass  at 
St.  Vincent's,  Pentwater   (1867)  which  was  then  cared 
for  as  a  mission  of  Manistee.     In  1882,  after  the 
diocese  of  Grand  Rapids  was  formed,  Father  Baroux 
from  Montague  served  the  area;  he  saw  that  the  farm- 
ing community  of  Weare  urgently  needed  a  church. 
Within  two  years  it  was  built,  much  from  their  own 
hand  labor.     The  first  Mass  was  offered  by  Father 
Edward  LeFevre  at  St.  Joseph's  on  July  20,  1884.  The 
rectory  was  completed  in  1900  but  it  was  two  years 
later  before  a  permanent  pastor  was  appointed,  Father 
Francis  Emmerich. 

Over  40  years  Father  Emmerich  spent  as  pastor  at 
St.  Joseph's,  during  which  time  a  school  was  built 
(1904) ,  staffed  by  Dominican  Sisters  from  Grand  Rapids, 
and  starting  with  100  pupils.     Several  additions  were 
made  to  the  church,  but  a  new  one  was  decided  upon. 
The  present  brick  structure  was  completed  in  1912.  The 
parish  had  grown  from  25  to  60  families.     The  parish 
hall  was  built  in  1953  and  serves  as  a  center  for 
social  activities. 

Father  Emmerich  is  buried  in  Mt.  Calvary  cemetery 
at  Weare.     He  has  been  succeeded  by  Father  Frederick 
Voss,  Father  Clemens  Sigmund,  Father  E.L.  Quaderer, 
Father  Albert  Bernott,  Father  M.J.  Hoogterp,  Father 
Joseph  Zaskowski,  Father  Charles  Dautremont,  and 
presently,  Father  Pedro  V.  Garcia.     Each  in  turn  has 
added  to  the  spiritual  growth  and  enrichment.  There 
are  now  130  families  enrolled  at  St.  Joseph's.  Instead 
of  a  school  there  is  a  Religious  Education  Center,  with 
two  Dominican  Sisters  in  residence  to  instruct  and  aid 
all  ages  in  the  parish  family. 


ST.  VINCENT'S  CHURCH,  PENTWATER 

"The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  like  a  grain  of  mustard  seed.     This  indeed  is  the  smallest  of 
all  the  seeds."     (Mathew  13:31-32) 

The  property  now  occupied  by  St.  Vincent's  Church  was  purchased  for  the  sum  of  $50.00. 
The  title  was  from  Charles  Mears  to  Rev.  Peter  LeFavre,  bishop  of  Detroit  and  recorded  in 
1868.     The  warranty  deed  dated  Sept.,  1867.     The  Church  was  erected  before  1870. 

Pentwater  mission  was  the  first  church  at  which  people  in  the  area  could  attend  Mass 
regularly  and  then  only  once  in  two  months,  and  later  monthly.     Priests  came  from  either 
Manistee  or  Ludington  until  1882  when  Father  Emmerich  was  appointed. 

Some  thirty  years  later  a  belfry  and  steeple  were  added.    The  bell  was  donated  by  many 
non-Catholics  as  well  as  Catholics  and  was  solicited  for  by  Sebastian  Dennert. 

In  the  Thirties,  a  sanctuary  and  double  sacrasties  were  added  under  builder,  Severin 
Greiner. 

In  1949  under  the  supervision 


of  Father  Quaderer,  work  was  done 
on  the  interior  of  the  church  and 
choir  loft  remodeled  under  builder, 
Otho  Graham,  Sr. . 

Later  and  through  the  leadership 
of  Father  Al  Bernott,  the  hall  was 
added  to  take  care  of  the  overflow  of 
summer  residents  and  to  be  used  for 
many  occasions  of  area  people. 

Now  the  Church  is  carpeted  and 
has  new  pews  through  the  combined 
efforts  of  the  Altar  Society,  Church 
Council  and  many  interested  people 
who  enjoy  seeing  improvements  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  and  since 
Father  Pedro  V.  Garcia  is  with  us. 

Sponsored  by 
St.  Vincent's  Church,  Pentwater 


THE  NEW  ERA  REFORMED  CHURCH  -    (ca.  1900) 


The  New  Era  Reformed  Church  was  organized  in  1893  and  is  a  member  in  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America,  the  Oldest  Protestant  Denomination  with  a  continuous  history 
in  the  United  States,  having  begun  in  1628. 


FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 
(of  United  Church  of  Christ) 
Shelby,  Michigan 

Organized  in  1864,  the  church  was 
built  in  1874,  remodeled  several 
times,  and  given  additions  of  a 
basement  and  a  Fellowship  Center. 
Making  life  most  alive,  this 
church  reaches  out  to  the  whole 
human  community  with  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship. 
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Pentwater  News,  April  6,  1882 

The  Baptists  residing  in  this 
vicinity  are  endeavoring  to  effect 
an  organization.  They  have  rent- 
ed the  hall  in  the  Hawkins 
building  over  the  St.  James  Mis- 
sion rooms,  and  assisted  by  Rev. 
H.  P.  Hewitt  of  Ludington,  on 
Tuesday  evening  took  the  initia- 
tory steps  to  perfect  an  organiza- 
tion. Some  people  objected  to  the 
organization  of  the  church,  claim- 
ing that  the  society  is  too  poor 
and  the  membership  too  small. 
But  remembering  that  the  Lord 
was  partial  to  the  poor,  and 
equally  lavish  with  His  bless- 
ings upon  the  efforts  of  a  few  as 
well  as  the  many  they  have  de- 
cided to  go  ahead,  and  hereafter 
we  can  say  that  there  is  a  Bap- 
tist church  in  Pentwater.  Bap- 
tists living  in  the  vicinity  are 
requested  to  come  home. 


FIRST  BUILDING  1884 

April  6,  1882  Meeting  to  organize 

July  25,  1882  Church  organized 

Aug.   10,  1884  First  building  dedicated 

Nov.   30,  1893  (Thanksgiving  Day)   Building  burned 

Mar.   22,  1896  Present  building  dedicated 

April  4,  1971  Groundbreaking  for  Branch  Building 

(Education  &  Fellowship  Bldg. ) 

Aug.   27,  1972  Branch  Building  Dedicated 


Pastor:     Rev.  Walter  C.  Ballagh 


1902 


1973 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  HART 
1864  to  1976 


112  Years  of  History 


The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Hart  had  its  beginnings  on  May  7,  1864  when  the  Baptist 
people  of  Hart  met  at  the  cabin  of  Moses  Townsend  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Baptist 
Church.     This  was  the  beginning  of  what  is  now  the  oldest  Baptist  organization  in 
Western  Michigan. 

In  1902  the  brick  building  pictured  above  was  dedicated  and  served  as  the  place 
of  worship  and  the  center  of  ministry  of  First  Baptist  for  71  years.     In  1973  the  new 
facility  was  dedicated  on  a  six  acre  tract  of  land  located  at  the  corner  of  72nd 
Avenue  and  West  Main  Street. 

Plans  are  now  being  considered  for  further  building  and  expanding  of  its  ministry. 
Today  First  Baptist  Church  has  a  fulltime  Pastor  and  a  Minister  of  Youth  and  Visitation. 
They  provide  leadership  for  an  active  church  program  and  a  growing  Sunday  School.  The 
bus  ministry  reaches  out  to  express  the  Lord's  concern  for  the  families  of  Oceana  County. 
First  Baptist  also  has  a  world  wide  missionary  outreach  in  helping  in  the  support  of 
seventeen  missionaries  or  mission  works  in  home  and  world  evangelism. 


SCHEDULE  OF  SERVICES 


Morning  Service 
Evening  Service 
Mid-week  Service 


Sunday  School 


9:45 
11:00 
7:00 
7:30 


A.M. 
A.M. 
P.M. 


P.M.  Wednesday 


Church  Phone 


873-2514 


Sponsored  by 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Hart 
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DID  YOU  KNOW... 


ABOUT  OUR  INDIAN  HERITAGE: 

*  In  1836,  Chief  Cobmoosa  and  24  other  Chiefs  traveled  to  Washington,  D.C.  to  confer 
with  President  Andrew  Jackson  regarding  the  transfer  of  more  of  their  lands  in 
southern  Michigan  for  White  Settlement. 

*  A  Treaty  was  drawn  up  ceding  all  lands  north  of  the  Grand  River  to  the  U.S.  Govern- 
ment for  a  price  of  $620,000.     The  terms  were  never  carried  out.     The  Indians  refused 
to  leave  the  area  when  they  learned  that  they  would  have  to  move  west  to  fulfill  the 
terms  of  the  treaty. 

*  A  compromise  treaty,  which  was  the  treaty  of  Detroit,  was  signed  in  1855,  by  the  U.S. 
Government  and  54  Indian  Chiefs.     This  agreement  provided  reservations  for  the 
Indians. 

*  The  Indians  from  Lowell,  Michigan,  along  the  Grand  River,  bargained  to  move  to  a  new 
reservation  in  Oceana  and  Mason  counties.     The  Reservation  included  Elbridge  and 
Crystal  Townships  in  Oceana  County  and  Custer  and  Eden  Townships  in  Mason  County. 

*  The  U.S.  Government  had  built  a  log  house  for  the  Chief  in  1856,  and  also  three  school 
houses  for  the  Indians  in  Elbridge  Township.     Each  male  Indian,  21  years  old,  was  given 
80  acres  of  land,  provisions  of  pork  and  flour  and  $540,000  over  a  period  of  10  years, 
following  their  arrival. 

*  Each  summer  the  Indians  of  the  Reservation  returned  to  Pentwater  to  camp,  pick  berries, 
work  in  the  canning  factory,  fish,  and  make  baskets.     Pentwater  became  their  second 
home. 


ABOUT  OUR  MIGRANTS: 

*  (U. M.O.I.)  United  Migrants  for  Opportunity,  Inc.  officially  began  in  our  area 
through  Muskegon  as  a  "satellite  office"  at  the  Oceana  Community  Action  Center, 
in  Rothbury  in  1968.     It's  main  function  was  surplus  food  distribution.  Under 
Jane  Gonzalez,  Area  Coordinator  at  that  time,  the  office  was  moved  to  Shelby. 

*  Permanent  residence  for  U. M.O.I,  was  established  in  Hart,  in  1973. 

*  U. M.O.I,   is  a  private  non-profit  corporation  funded  under  Title  III,  Section 
303  of  the  Department  of  Labor.     The  agency  receives  annual  federal  funds  to 
provide  services  to  migrant  and  seasonal  agricultural  workers  and  their  families. 
Services  include;  youth  education,  adult  education,  cooperative  vocational  train- 
ing, job  placement,  housing  and  relocation  assistance,  emergency  food  assistance, 
limited  head  start,  and  outreach  and  referral  services. 

*  Total  families  assisted  by  U. M.O.I,   in  1975  in  Oceana  County  were  959,  or  a 
total  of  6,789  individuals. 

*  Nineteen  migrant  families  settled  out  in  the  immediate  area  during  1975. 

*  Staff  members  at  the  Hart  U. M.O.I,  office  in  1976  are  Petra  Villa,  Area  Coordina- 
tor; Lorenzo  Galvan,  Manpower  Specialist  II;  Delia  Revilla,  In-take  Worker;  and 
Manuel  Avila  and  Maria  Martinez,  Migrant  Service  Workers. 

*  There  are  currently  approximately  876  Spanish-speaking  individuals  in  Oceana 
County. 

Sponsored  by  Oceana  County  4-H  -  Youth  Council 
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A  growing  and 
prosperous  downtown 
Hart,  showing  traffic 
on  Washington  Street 
sometime  prior  to  1912 . 


Washington  SlreH-.  Hurl.  Midi 


A  birdseye  view  of  Shelby's 
Michigan  Avenue  looking  south. 
The  photo  was  taken  sometime 
prior  to  1915. 


SERVING  OUR  AREAS  WITH  LOCAL  NEWS  COVERAGE  SINCE 
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THE  HART  JOURNAL 

123  STATE  ST. 
HART.  MICHIGAN 


-1888- 

THE  OCEANA  HERALD 

179  N.  MICHIGAN  AVE. 
SHELBY,  MICHIGAN 
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OCEANA  COUNTY  SHERIFF'S  DEPARTMENT 


With  the  coming  of  this  Bicentennial  of  many  celebrations,  my 
staff  and  myself  are  looking  forward  to  a  progressive  year  for  our 
Department  and  our  citizens. 

We  commend  the  people  of  Oceana  County  and  all  the  citizens 
of  our  great  United  States  of  America.     Our  Best  Wishes  for 
200  more." 

Warren  L.  Stanton 
Sheriff 


Sponsored  by 
Warren  L.   Stanton,  Sheriff 
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OCEANA  COUNTY 
COOPERATIVE  EXTENSION  SERVICE 

"59  Yeouu  oi  Service." 


Cooperative  Extension  began  in  Oceana  County  in  1917  when  Alfred  Henrickson,  a 
local  farmer  and  graduate  of  Michigan  State  College,  was  employed  as  a  war-time  agent. 

The  first  fulltime  agent,  B.  F.  Beech,  started  about  1918.     At  this  time,  County 
Agents  served  the  three  program  areas  —  home  demonstration,  4-H  Youth  and  Agriculture. 
Extension,  in  1976,  conducts  programs  in  five  general  areas  —  agriculture,  marketing, 
resource  development,  4-H  -  youth  programs  and  family  living  education. 

From  1917  to  1923  the  County  Agents  Office  was  located  in  Hart.     However,  between 
November  1923  and  May  1924  there  was  no  agent,     due  to  lack  of  funds.     During  these 
early  years,  records  indicate  that  the  Oceana  County  Farm  Bureau  contributed  financial 
support  in  establishing  and  developing  Extension  in  the  county.     When  a  new  agent  was 
hired  his  office  was  moved  to  Shelby,  where  it  remained  until  about  1938. 

The  move  back  to  Hart  found  the  Extension  Office  housed  in  the  basement  of  the 
Hart  Post  Office.     In  January  1975,  the  Oceana  County  Cooperative  Extension  Service 
moved  to  its  present  location  at  210  Johnson  Street,  Hart,  the  site  of  the  former 
Baptist  Church.     The  new  facilities  provide  for  efficient  and  effective  service  by 
the  Extension  staff. 

Founded  in  1914  and  funded  by  a  partnership  of  federal,  state  and  local  govern- 
ments, the  Extension  system  delivers  information  through  land-grant  universities  across 
the  nation.     The  Cooperative  Extension  Service  helps  people  solve  their  problems  by 
bringing  the  research  and  resources  of  Michigan  State  University  to  each  individual 
county. 

Extension  has  offices  in  all  50  states,  the  District  of  Columbia,  Puerto  Rico, 
the  Virgin  Islands  and  Guam.  It  is  the  largest  and  most  successful  informal  educa- 
tional organization  anywhere. 

Extension  specialists  numbering  160  are  located  in  26  academic  departments  on  the 
Michigan  State  University  campus.  They  are  the  key  interpretive  link  between  research 
and  people  needing  new  technology  and  information.  Specialists  continually  evaluate 
new  research  and  prepare  pertinent  data  for  practical  application.  They  have  advanced 
degrees  and  training  in  a  selected  discipline  and  work  closely  in  programs  with  county 
and  area  Extension  staffs. 

County  agents  spearhead  the  work  of  the  Cooperative  Extension  Service.     In  Michigan 
there  are  more  than  275  of  them  in  80  county  offices  serving  the  entire  state.  They 
live  among  the  people  they  serve,  providing  assistance  through  meetings,  demonstrations, 
workshops,   short  courses,  publications,  mass  media,  and  follow-up  consultations. 

Helping  the  county  agents  do  their  job  is  a  highly  qualified  group  of  200  program 
aides  and  assistants  and  a  team  of  about  30,000  volunteer  leaders.     The  large  number  of 
persons  who  volunteer  their  time  and  expertise  year  after  year  is  ample  evidence  of  the 
credibility  of  Extension  programs. 


Edgar  L.  Strong,  County  Extension  Director 

Wm.  J.  MacLean,  District  Extension  Hort  and  Marketing  Agent 
Andrea  Ay,  County  Extension  4-H  -  Youth  Agent 
Margaret  Lukonic,  4-H  Program  Assistant 
Cathy  Gallagher,  Extension  Home  Economist 


1976  Oceana  County  Staff 


Cooperative  Extension  Service  programs 
are  open  to  all  without  regard  to  race, 
color  or  national  origin. 
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EARLY  HISTORY  OF  4-H  IN  OCEANA  COUNTY 


4-H  PAST 

Early  4-H  Club  Work  was  done  by  the  County  Agricultural  Agent 
and  the  County  Home  Demonstration  Agent.     Projects  included  hog, 
poultry,  dairy,  colt,  corn,  canning,  strawberries  and  gardening. 
And,  most  activities  centered  around  the  Fair,  Achievement  Programs, 
State  4-H  Show  and  Club  Week. 

Boys  and  Girls  Club  Work,  according  to  the  earliest  records,  began 
in  1918  under  the  leadership  of  B.  F.  Beech,  County  Agricultural  Agent. 
By  1929,  thirteen  handicraft  clubs  were  organized  involving  the  following 
4-H  leaders:     Esther  Doolittle,  Maude  Russell,  Vaugnie  Goodrich,  Irma 
Bender,  Carol  Keer,  Herbert  Brandel,  Esther  Sundell,  Kenneth  Atherton, 
Mavoric  Farmer  and  0.  M.  Wright.     E.  P.  Ray  and  Frank  Sloan  gave  leader- 
ship to  two  strawberry  clubs. 

The  first  Oceana  County  Council  of  4-H  Clubs  was  organized  in 
1931  with  the  following  serving  as  a  Board  of  Directors:  Lawain 
Churchill  and  Geraldine  Russell  of  New  Era,  Gordon  Scott  of  Hesperia, 
Merton  Wright  of  Mears  and  Alden  Wiedman  of  Walkerville. 

Beginning  in  1942  there  were  several  District  4-H  Club  Agents: 
Stanley  Mahaffy,  Arthur  Kinsman,  Wm.  C.  Butts,  Arden  Peterson  and 
Fred  Dostal.     And,  it  wasn't  until  1956  that  Oceana  County  had  its 
first  County  Extension  Agent  in  4-H  Club  Work,  Ralph  Dold. 

1963  found  Andrea  Ay  hired  as  the  Extension  4-H  -  Youth  Agent 
followed  by  area  agents  Marvin  Eppelheimer  and  Jack  Parker. 

With  Oceana  County's  decision  to  go  with  a  county  grant  position, 
Andrea  Ay  was  again  hired  in  1972  as  their  own  fulltime  County  Exten- 
sion 4-H  -  Youth  Agent.     And,  in  1975,  CETA  funds  provided  the  first 
4-H  Program  Assistant  position  with  Deborah  Bailey  and  currently 
Margaret  Lukonic. 

4-H  PRESENT 

Projects  have  changed  through  the  years.     But,  the  organiza- 
tion's basic  "learn-by-doing"  concept  still  holds  and  has  wide 
appeal.     Today's  4-H  members  take  part  in  projects  that  range  from 
animal  care  to  environmental  improvement  to  photography,  sewing, 
knitting,  heritage,  crafts,  bicycle  care  and.  safety,  etc.  Activi- 
ties center  on  personal  growth  and  development  in  county-wide  and 
state-wide  programs  such  as;  camping,  Kettunen  Center  Workshops, 
4-H  International  activities,  Keen  Teens,  4-H  Exploration  Days, 
Teen  Conferences,  local  4-H  Achievement  Programs  and  state 
exchanges. 

4-H  FUTURE 

With  the  dedication  of  local  4-H  volunteer  leaders,  the  Oceana 
County  4-H  -  Youth  Program  will  meet  the  challenges  of  tomorrow 
with  its  continued  emphasis  on  personal  growth  and  development. 
With  our  theme,  "4-H     1 76. ...  Spirit  of  Tomorrow",  we  can  make  it 
happen  in  4-H,  a  world  of  opportunities.1 


OCEANA  COUNTY  POMONA  GRANGE  NO.  50 


The  Granges  in  Oceana  County  were  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
serving  the  county's  fanners.     There  were  several  Granges  formed  in  the 
county,  which  held  meetings  six  times  a  year  to  discuss  and  solve  agri- 
culture problems  and  concerns. 

The  first  Grange  that  was  formed  in  Oceana  County  was  in  1874,  at 
"Town  Corners",  called  the  Sylvan  Grange.     W.F,  Lewis  was  the  first 
Master  of  an  average  of  40  members.     Wilbur  Taylor  came  from  Berry 
County  in  1874  and  became  an  active  member  in  Sylvan  Grange.  Despite 
a  visual  handicap,  he  traveled  the  county  in  horse  and  buggy  in  the 
interest  of  the  Grange. 

The  "Oceana  Grange",  at  Hart,  was  second  to  begin,  with  E.T.  Mugford 
first  Master.     Others  who  served  as  Master  were:     A.D.  VanWickle ,  James 
Reed,  Mr.  Rector,  and  Mr.  Yates.     An  average  of  25  members  were  active. 

Fraternal  Grange,  No.  406,  had  A.  Maples  as  its  first  Master.  Later 
were  E.W.  Moore,  G.W.  Woodward,  and  W.H.  Barry.     The  28  members  met  at 
Blooming  Valley. 

Granges  formed  in  1874  also  included  the  Ferry  Grange  and  the 
Crystal  Valley  Grange. 

All  of  these  Granges  were  founded  by  Charles  S.  King  of  Kalamazoo, 
General  State  Deputy. 

In  1876,  the  Flower  Creek  Grange  in  Claybanks  was  founded.  Leading 
Masters  of  about  30  members  were  Mr.  Baker,  H.  Tower,  S.  and  A.  Houston. 

Another  Grange  headed  by  W.F.  Lewis  and  later  E.T.  Mugford  was 
founded  in  1880. 

In  1882  the  county  Grange  officers  were: 
O.K.  White  -  County  Master 
G.W.  Woodward  -  Lecturer 
George  C.   Myers  -  Secretary 
Thomas  Twining  -  Treasurer 

Today,  in  1976,  there  are  only  four  Granges  in  Oceana  County  — 
Elbridge,  Oceana  Center,   Riverhouse  and  Blooming  Valley.     Blooming  Valley 
organized  in  1904  has  never  been  dormant. 

Ardith  Merten,  the  present  Master,  is  the  only  woman  Master  of 
Oceana  County. 


MELODY  MATES 

OCEANA  COUNTY 

A  Western  Style  Square  Dance 
Club,  organized  in  1962,  under 
the  direction  of  Johnnie  Quinn 
(caller) .     The  club  meets  the 
first  Saturday  of  each  month. 
Lessons  are  available. 


Square  dancing  is  called  the  American  Folk 
Dance  because  it  originated  in  America. 


PLEASE  SUPPORT  OUR 

"PROJECT  PRIDE" 

IMPROVE  SAFETY  CONDITIONS 
CLEAN  UP  UNSIGHTLINESS 
BEAUTIFY  WITH  PLANTINGS 

REGAIN  PRIDE  IN  OUR  COUNTY 

Sponsored  by  The  Shelby  Woman's  Club 


DID  YOU  KNOW... 

*  The  "smallest  newspaper  in  the  world",  The  Mears  Newz,  was  published  for  over  half 

a  century  by  the  late  Swift  Lathers.     Swift  ran  the  one  man  operation,  himself  being 
reporter,  columnist,   salesman  and  editor.     Swift's  son,  Forest  Lathers,  has  recently 
issued  the  first  edition  of  Prison  Newz  and  Views.     The  six-page  pamphlet  attempts 
to  answer  various  questions  asked  by  the  public  about  prisons  and  treatment  of 
inmates . 

*  There  was  an  army  camp  in  Claybanks  Township  called  Camp  Claybanks.     It  opened  in 
late  1952  and  closed  the  later  part  of  1957. 

*  The  worlds  largest  shifting  Sand  Dunes  are  located  at  Silver  Lake,  in  Golden  Township. 
At  one  time  there  was  a  40  acre  farm  in  the  dunes  owned  by  S.  B.  Farnsworth.     It  has 
been  covered  up  by  the  shifting  dunes. 

*  The  exciting,  haunting,  radio  serial,   "The  Hermit's  Cave",  heard  over  station  WJR 
around  1930,  was  written  and  produced  by  Geraldine  Elliott  Howlett,  of  Shelby. 

*  The  "Story  Book  Lady",  Verna  Norberg  Aardema,  who  is  delighting  our  present  day 
children  with  her  famous  books,  was  born  and  raised  in  New  Era. 

*  In  the  first  quarter  of  the  20th  Century,  barn  raising  was  an  important  and  very 
necessary  event.     After  the  materials  were  ready,  it  usually  was  a  one  day  affair, 
with  neighbors  coming  from  far  and  near,  with  the  men  raising  the  barn  and  the  women 
preparing  the  food.     One  man  snrved  as  "Boss"  and  engineered  hewing  the  timers,  fit- 
ting the  joints,  assembling  the  supervising  and  erection.     Jake  Van  Dyke,  of  Rothbury, 
was  considered  one  of  the  best  and  could  take  the  credit  for  many  of  the  barns  still 
standing  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  county. 

-76- 


OUR  PURPOSE 

Oceana  Hospital  was  esta- 
blished to  care  for  the  sick  and 
injured  regardless  of  race,  creed, 
or  nationality.     Its  aims  are  to 
provide  sympathetic,  efficient 
care  and  to  correlate  the  care  of 
the  sick  with  the  interests  of  all 
those  associated  with  the  hospital 
so  that  the  dignity  and  rights  of 
each  may  be  respected. 


mmm. 
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OUR  HISTORY 

Oceana  Hospital  came  into  being  in 
1922  when  a  group  of  public-spirited  §?| 
citizens  recognized  the  need  for  a  medi- 
cal care  facility  and  organized  the 
Oceana  Hospital  Association.  \ 

From  1924  until  1954  the  hospital       Z, J 
operated  in  an  old  house  that  was  on 
the  site  of  the  present  Thriftway  Store,  fel- 

During  the  years  of  World  War  II 
and  immediately  after,  it  was  recognized 
that  the  existing  facility  was  no  longer 

adequate.     In  1950  plans  were  made  and  funds  raised  for  a  new  hospital  which 
was  completed  in  1954.     Twelve  more  beds  were  added  in  1959  and  a  large 
solarium  was  built  in  1962.     In  1974  new  facilities  for  laboratory,  x-ray, 
and  emergency  services  were  dedicated. 

Oceana  Hospital  is  a  voluntary,  nonprofit  organization  operating  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  Michigan.     It  depends  upon  the  fees  received  for 
its  services  and  gifts  from  the  community  for  its  continued  operations. 


Sponsored  by 
Oceana  Hospital  Employees  Guild 
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LAKESHORE  COMMUNITY  HOSPITAL 

The  first  Hospital,  called  the  Matern- 
ity House,  came  into  existence  in  Shelby  in 
1922.     It  was  established  by  Mrs.  Edna 
Harper  and  Miss  Agnes  Morningstar  (Critchett) 
in  the  old  Cushman  house,  which  stands 
south  of  the  present  facilities. 

As  the  need  for  a  general  Hospital  be- 
came apparent,  the  efforts  of  Miss  Fannie 
Near  and  Miss  Lottie  Near,  aided  by  the 
Fellowship  Club,  resulted  in  Shelby  Hospital 
being  built  on  the  present  site.  Shelby 
Hospital  first  opened  its  doors  to  the  com- 
munity on  August  18,  1925. 

First  babies  born  in  Shelby  Hospital 

The  Village  of  Shelby  acquired  the  Hospital  in  1938.     Additions  were  constructed  in  1948 
and  1964.     Throughout  the  continued  growth  of  Shelby  Community  Hospital,  equipment  was  being 
updated  and  modernized,  partly  through  fund  drives  and  the  work  of  the  hospital  auxiliaries. 

In  1969,  with  the  strong  support  of  the  people  of  the  Village  of  Shelby  and  the  surround- 
ing service  area,  the  Hospital  was  again  expanded  and  remodeled.     An  expanded  Board  of  Trus- 
tees adopted  the  name  Lakeshore  Community  Hospital.     Backed  by  a  Village  bond  issue  and  build- 
ing fund  contributions,  the  present  facility  was  completed  late  in  1972. 

The  dominant  role  of  Lakeshore  Community  Hospital  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  the 
provision  of  acute  general  care.     We  will  continually  strive  to  improve  our  facilities  and 
services  to  the  community. 

LAKESHORE  COMMUNITY  HOSPITAL  AUXILIARY 

At  the  time  of  the  25th  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  Shelby  Community  Hospital 
there  were  just  seven  rooms  in  the  hospital. 
Three  of  these  were  furnished  by  the  Shelby 
area  churches.     By  1938  the  hospital  had 
grown  to  twelve  rooms  with  an  auxiliary 
that  was  said  to  be  "a  very  valuable  asset 
in  providing  new  and  much  needed  equipment. " 
Today  the  area  churches  still  have  active 
units  within  the  auxiliary  which  continues 
to  follow  this  tradition. 

All  the  auxiliary  units  are  not 
church  related,  however.     Back  in  1941  a 
group  of  young  women  formed  a  Victory  Club 
which  held  dances  and  conducted  other  pro- 
jects with  proceeds  donated  to  the  hospital. 
Circle  One  and  Circle  Three  were  organized 
by  interested  community  women  along  with  the  Junior  Guild  and,  most  recently,  the  New  Life 
Guild.     Shelby  Township  has  also  been  represented  with  groups  from  Piper  School,  South  Shelby, 
Shelby  Center,  and  New  Era. 

The  auxiliaries  of  Lakeshore  Community  Hospital  are  happy  to  have  a  part  in  maintaining 
full  service  health  care  to  an  ever  enlarging  area. 

Sponsored  by 
Lakeshore  Community  Hospital  Auxiliary 
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OCEANA  COUNTY  CHAPTER  OF  MICHIGAN  RETIRED  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  PERSONNEL 

In  September,  1956,  Mrs.  Jessie  Peterson,  of  Hart,  invited  some  retired  teachers 
to  meet  at  her  home  to  consider  organizing  a  club.     She  also  invited  Mrs.  Gladys  Neis, 
of  Muskegon,  who  was  State  Treasurer  of  the  Michigan  Retired  Teachers'  Association. 
The  retirees  responded  wholeheartedly  and  on  September  28  they  met  with  Mrs.  Peterson 
and  organized  a  chapter  for  Oceana  retired  teachers,  which  has  been  active  ever  since. 
They  elected  as  president,  Jessie  Peterson,  vice-president  Miss  Ruth  Sayles,  and  as 
secretary-treasurer  Mrs.  Edith  Tweed.     Other  persons  present  at  that  first  meeting 
were:  Mrs.  Vera  Schilhaneck,  Mrs.  Eva  May,  Miss  Lillian  Aver ill,  Mrs.  Florence  Schrumpf 
and  Horace  Tweed. 

One  month  later,  this  group  met  again,  drew  up  a  constitution  and  appointed 
committees.     As  the  years  passed,  other  members  were  added  and  the  meetings  were  held 
in  the  various  homes.     This  local  chapter  provided  an  opportunity  for  the  retired 
teachers  to  get  together  socially,  make  friends,  and  keep  informed  on  legislative 
activities  on  the  state  and  national  level.     They  began  to  realize  if  they  hoped  for 
the  needed  legislation  to  make  their  local  chapter  more  effective,  they  must  all  work 
together  and  so  joined  the  State  MEA  in  1961. 

In  1973,  the  state  organization  underwent  drastic  changes.     Under  the  new  consti- 
tution, the  name  was  changed  to  Michigan  Association  of  Retired  School  Personnel  (MARSP) 
which  included  retired  teachers,  school  nurses,  cooks,  librarians,  secretaries,  janitors 
and  bus  drivers,  as  well  as  all  whose  services  are  necessary  in  the  modern  consolidated 
school  system.     They  divided  the  state  into  ten  areas,  with  each  section  having  an  area 
director,  whose  duty  it  is  to  help  organize,  encourage  and  promote  activities  in  their 
local  chapters.     These  area  directors  together  form  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  meet 
frequently  to  promote  legislative  action  of  benefit  to  the  teachers. 

These  local  chapters  provide  a  much  needed  social  value  to  these  senior  citizens. 
In  Oceana  these  meetings  are  well  attended  and  the  cooperation  is  wonderful.     With  an 
average  attendance  of  about  50,  it  has  become  necessary  now  to  meet  in  village  halls, 
libraries,  schools,  or  churches.     The  total  membership  is  about  70.     There  is  always 
a  short  business  meeting  and  a  program  of  interest.     Besides  music,  there  may  be  a 
travel  talk,  slides,  book  review,  a  magician,  or  a  speaker.     They  hope  to  make  the 
meetings  so  interesting  that  no  one  will  want  to  miss.     At  the  close  of  each  meeting 
refreshments  are  served  by  a  committee,  or  there  may  be  a  pot luck  dinner  or  a  luncheon 
served  at  a  church  with  nicely  decorated  tables.     This  year  the  programs  will  stress 
patriotism.     The  social  hour  is  much  enjoyed. 

There  are  many  benefits  and  advantages  in  joining  all  three  organizations;  the 
local,  state  and  national.     Besides  the  fellowship,  in  the  state  and  national,  many 
pharmacies  give  large  discounts  to  those  who  show  their  card.     There  are  state  and 
national  travel  agencies,  who  arrange  tours  for  RTA  retirees.     Some  motels  and 
restaurants  also  give  discounts.     There  is  auto,  health,  life  and  homemakers  insur- 
ance designed  for  older  people.     In  1975,  the  MARSP  succeeded  in  putting  into  effect 
a  very  good  health  insurance  through  Messa  and  Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield,  and  the  RCC 
has  done  much  to  increase  retired  teachers  pensions.     So  much  has  been  accomplished 
by  these  organizations  that  all  retired  teachers  would  benefit  by  joining.  The 
Oceana  Chapter  would  gladly  welcome  new  members  and  you  will  find  them  a  very 
cooperative  group. 

Sponsored  by 

Oceana  County  Chapter  of  Michigan  Retired  Public  School  Personnel 
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"SERVING  YOUTH  FOR  OVER  28  YEARS 


The  Shelby  Optimist  Club  was  chartered  on  Tuesday,  November  9,  1948.  The 
first  regular  meeting  was  held  Wednesday,  November  17,  1948,  at  Camp  Shelby. 
Throughout  the  years,  the  membership  fluctuated  from  52,  to  9,  to  the  present 
75.     The  Optimists  have  financed  and  provided  the  youth  of  the  area  with  super- 
vision in  swimming,  basketball  and  baseball,  as  well  as  safety  taping  bicycles, 
providing  tickets  and  supervision  to  Detroit  Tiger  baseball,  hockey,  and  other 
sports  events. 

Early  fund-raising  projects  provided  clothing  for  38  needy  children  in  the 
Shelby  area,  funds  for  polio  victims,  and  hospital  remodeling.     Many  other 
community  groups  and  individuals  have  also  been  aided  by  the  Optimists  either 
by  fund-raising  or  man-hours.     Over  the  years  the  club  can  boast  of  being  one 
of  the  most  active  service  clubs  in  the  area. 

In  terms  of  man-power,  it  has  been  a  story  of  riches  to  rags  and  back  to 
riches  for  the  Optimists  during  the  years  it  has  been  organized.     Of  the  original 
membership,  nine  still  belong  to  the  club.     The  Optimists  are  now  realizing  the 
"Fruits  of  Their  Labor"  as  some  of  the  boys  they  once  sponsored  in  baseball, 
basketball  and  oratorical  contests  are  now  enrolled  as  active  members  and  club 
officers. 

The  club  is  expanding  the  "Friend  of  The  Boy"  motto  to  "Friend  of  Youth"  and 
community,  until  it  has  become  one  of  the  strongest  service  clubs  in  the  West- 
Michigan  area. 

THE  OVTimST  CREED 

VnomiAe  VouhAeZi  - 

To  be  60  At/iong  that  nothing  can  diAtuhb  youh. 
peace  o{  mind. 

To  talk  health,  happineA6  and  ph.oi>peAity  to 
evefty  pe/iAon  you.  meet. 

To  make  alt  youh.  {hlendA  {eel  that  theJie  iA 
something  in  thorn. 

To  look  at  the.  tunny  bide,  o{  everything  and 
make.  youA  optimism  come  thue. 

To  think  only  o{  the  beAt,  to  woh.k  only  {oh. 
the  beAt  and  expect  only  the  beAt. 

To  be  juAt  ah  cnthuAtaAtic  about  the  bucceAi, 
o{  othehA  oa  you  a/ie  about  youh.  own. 

To  {oh.get  the  miAtakeA  o{  the  paAt  and  ptieAh 
on  to  the  gh.e.atex  achievements  o{  the  {utuAe. 

To  wea/i  a  cheeA{ul  countenance,  at  all  timeA 
and  give  every  living  c/ieatuAe  you  meet  a  mite.. 

To  be  too  large  {oh.  wohAy,  too  noble  {oh.  anger, 
too  strong  {oh.  {ear,  and  too  happy  to  peAmit  the 
ph.eAe.nce  o{  thouble. 

QptwiAt  lnten.natA.onal 
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II 


BICENTENNIAL  1976 
ROTARY  INTERNATIONAL  IN  OCEANA  COUNTY 


II 


A  BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  ROTARY 


The  first  Rotary  club  in  the  world  was  organized  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  U.S.A., 
on  23  February,  1905,  by  Paul  P.  Harris,  a  young  lawyer,  who  gathered  together  in  a 
spirit  of  friendship  and  understanding  a  group  of  men,  each  of  whom  was  engaged  in  a 
different  form  of  service  to  the  public.     That  basis  of  membership  —  one  man  from 
each  business  and  profession  in  the  community  —  still  exists  in  Rotary.     At  first, 
the  members  of  the  new  club  met  in  rotation  at  the  various  places  of  business  of  the 
members,  and  this  suggested  the  name  "Rotary". 

Since  1905,  the  ideas  of  Paul  Harris  and  his  friends  have  become  ideals  which 
have  been  accepted  by  men  of  practically  all  nationalities,  and  of  many  political  and 
religious  beliefs.     Today  there  are  Rotary  Clubs  in  Aden  and  Australia,  in  Ceylon  and 
Chile,  in  the  Fiji  Islands  and  Finland,  in  Sweden  and  Switzerland  —  in  134  countries 
and  geographical  regions.     The  universal  acceptance  of  Rotary  principles  has  been  so 
great  that  there  are  now  more  than  12,900  Rotary  clubs,  which  have  a  membership  of 
some  620,000. 

The  general  objectives  of  Rotary  clubs  in  every  country  are  the  same  —  the  develop- 
ment of  fellowship  and  understanding  among  the  business  and  professional  men  in  the 
community,  the  promotion  of  community  —  betterment  endeavors  and  of  high  standards  in 
business  and  professional  practices,  and  the  advancement  of  international  understanding, 
good  will,  and  peace.     Rotary  clubs  everywhere  have  one  basic  ideal  --  the  "Ideal  of 
service,"  which  is  thoughtf ulness  of  and  helpfulness  to  others. 


HART  ROTARY  CLUB 


SHELBY  ROTARY  CLUB 


Organized-Chartered  -  Nov.  7,  1940 


Organized-Chartered  -  Aug.  17,  1938 


Members 


Members 


Original 
Charter  Members 


Present 
1975-76 


Original 
Charter  Members 


Present 
1975-76 


Frank  Bagley 
Edson  Billington 
George  W.  Burton 
Fred  M.  Clark 
Dalton  Corliss 
Keith  Dayharsh 
Charles  H.  Flint 
Newell  Gale 
Gayle  L.  Joslin 
Robert  L.  O'Connor 
George  W.  Powers 
Earl  C.  Pugsley 
Stewart  Roche 
Bert  Stevens 
Henry  Stevens 
Wellington  Stevens 
Claude  Stover 
James  Summers 
Bernard  VanderWall 
Harry  Zimmerman 


Ted  Barecki 
Hubert  Bengston 
Dan  Bernson 
Gerald  Feasel 
John  Finucane 
Bill  Fitz 
Dan  Free 
Erwin  Gale 
Lyle  Gale 
Cliff  H.  Hall 
William  Hanna 
Fred  Haymaker 
Bill  Hegg 
Charles  Hegg 
Ralph  Johanson 
Jack  Kraklin 
Ford  Longendyke 
Louis  Lundberg 
Milton  H.  Mitchell 
Stan  Riley 
Lowell  Rinker 
John  Shrauger 
Tom  Stevens 
Everett  Underwood 
Walter  Urick 
Dick  Wells 
Malcolm  Wood,  Sr. 


Roy  Bearss  Robert  Amstutz 

Burton  A.  Cooper  Paul  T.  Anderson 

Victor  E.  Cooper  Edwin  Bankert 

John  M.  Cramer  James  Brown 

Oliver  J.  DeJonge  Robert  Brown 

C.  Peter  Franklin  Samuel  Bucher 
Clifford  S.  Harrison    Lawrence  Crisman 

Oscar  E.  Hawley  Ernest  A.  Cummings 

Willard  G.  Hawley  Donald  Fisk 

Harold  E.  Hury  Wayne  R.  Fleming 

Viggo  W.  Jensen  James  E.  Fox 

Elmer  P.  Johnson  Nick  J.  Fox 

Edward  L.  LaFevre  Harrison  Gale 

Paul  Livingston  Daniel  Hasty 

August  Marx  Willis  Hasty 

Oscar  M.  Olson  Kenneth  Kessler 

Angus  J.  Rankin  John  Kirk 

Chester  A.  Ray  John  K.  Lulich 

Harold  K.  Royal  Howard  C.  McDonald 

Ernest  R.  Steen  Ralph  Moore 

Ivan  Tillotson  Abe  Newmyer 

Lyle  Tompkins  Chester  A.  Ray 


Jay  H.  Sikkenga 
Thomas  TenBrink 
Clarence  M.  Thielman 
Paul  B.  Thompson 
Gerald  E.  Thome 
Cornie  VanDeHoef 
Henry  Veld 
William  Yeager 


Sponsored  by  Oceana  County  Rotary 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  AMERICA  ON  YOUR  200TH  BIRTHDAY! 


The  Hart  Business  &  Professional  Women's  Club  was  organized  on  December  7 , 
1931,  with  the  following  members  serving  as  the  first  officers:  President, 
Verneda  Stout;  Vice-president,  Pearl  Shepardson;   Secretary,  Hazel  Hart,  and 
Treasurer,  Nina  Hale.     The  club  had  35  charter  members  and  one  honorary 
member,  Mrs.  Edith  Munger. 

This  year   (1976)  the  Hart  B  P  &  W  Club  will  celebrate  its  45th  birthday. 
During  those  years  it  has  done  numerous  things  for  the  community  including 
raising  money  for  the  library,  giving  the  Eva  Osborn  Scholarship  to  the 
outstanding  commercial  student  at  Hart  High  School.     For  a  number  of  years 
the  club  co-sponsored  sending  a  girl  to  Girl's  State  with  the  Hart  Legion 
Auxiliary.     For  several  years  the  club  awarded  a  "Woman  of  the  Year"  award 
in  the  Hart  area. 

At  present  the  Hart  Business  &  Professional  Club  has  20  members  and  one 
charter  member,  Mrs.  Myrtie  Spitler.     At  present  our  officers  are:  President, 
Joyce  Levy;  Vice-president,  Ethel  Lorenz;   Secretary,  Stella  Tate,  and 
Treasurer,  Gladys  Brillhart. 


Sponsored  by  Hart  Business  &  Professional  Women's  Club 


DID  YOU  KNOW... 

*  Oceana  County  produces  more  Douglas  fir  Christmas  trees  than  any  other  county  in 
the  United  States.     Many  Texas  homes  display  an  Oceana  County  fir  tree  during  the 
holidays. 

*  Thomas  Read  was  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Michigan   (1921-24) .     Mr.   Read  was  from 
Shelby. 

*  On  September  12,   1963,  a  Mastodon  head  was  found,   in  Section  12,  Grant  Township,  on 
the  Adrian  Huls  farm.     They  were  digging  a  pond  when  the  Mastodon  was  found.  Mastodon 
grazed  in  Michigan  during  the  end  of  the  Ice  Age. 

*  There  was  once  a  furniture  factory  in  Pentwater. 

*  There  were  27  Post  Offices  in  Oceana  County  at  one  time.  The  first  Post  Office  in 
the  County  was  at  Whiskey  Creek. 

Pentwater                         Shelby  Hart  Mears 

Grand  View                      Allen  Creek  Benona  Holstein 

Bird                                 Houseman  Claybanks  Rothbury 

Cranston                          Stetson  Crystal  Valley  Smith's  Corners 

Elbridge                          Woodburn  Ferry  Hesperia 

East  Golden                      Flower  Creek  Marshville  Grand  Valley 

Cobmoosa                          Allice  Peach  Ridge 

*  There  were  five  newspapers  in  the  county  in  1890.     The  Shelby  Herald,  Oceana  Tribune, 
Pentwater  News,  Hart  Journal  and  The  Argus. 
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Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles 

Aerie  No.  3167  -  Oceana  County 

HART,  MICHIGAN  49420 

OCEANA  AERIE  #3167,  F.O.E.  F.O.E.  BOWLING  CLUB  OF  HART 

The  Oceana  Eagles  were  instituted  on  Saturday,  April  8,  1961,  at  what  was  then 
known  as  the  American  Legion  Club,  of  Hart.     Sixty-four  members  were  on  the  Charter 
of  the  organxzation.     From  that  beginning,  the  Oceana  Eagles  have  progressed  to  a 
membership  of  over  nine-hundred  at  the  present  time. 

In  the  early  years,  not  having  a  meeting  place  of  their  own,  the  Eagles  held 
their  aerie  meetings  and  social  events  at  various  locations  throughout  the  county 
such  as;  members  homes,  cottages,  Walker's  Tavern,  Shelby  Pavilion  and  Stony  Lake 
Tavern . 

During  this  time  civic,  humanitarian  and  fund  raising  projects  were  instituted 
and  put  into  operation.     Over  the  past  fifteen  years  some  twenty  thousand  dollars 
have  been  raised  for  Eagle  and  civic  projects.     The  pet  Eagle  project  has  been  and 
will  continue  to  be  the  Oceana  Association  for  Handicapped  Children.     Last  year  a 
thousand  dollar  grant  was  obtained  for  the  Senior  Citizens  Center  in  Hart.     At  the 
present  time  efforts  are  being  made  to  obtain  grants  for  the  children's  ward  at  the 
Shelby  Hospital  and  equipment  for  the  new  wing  of  the  Oceana  County  Hospital. 

In  March,  of  1965,  the  American  Legion  Club  was  purchased  by  the  Eagles  for 
t2e^L?erie  h°me  clubrooms-     since  that  time  the  Auxiliary  was  organized  in  May 

of  1965,  they  and  the  Eagles  have  united  to  help  various  organizations,  such  as; 
the  blood  mobile,  scouting,  senior  citizens,  Hart  and  Weare  Fire  Departments,  Hart 
Hospital  Auxiliary  and  recreation  programs,  by  both  the  use  of  rent  free  Eagle  prop- 
erty or  by  financial  aid. 

In  the  early  fall  of  1973  eight  Eagle  members;  Bob  Lorenz,  Mike  Cousineau, 
Stewart  Hardy,  Guy  Hasty,  Jim  Ames,  Gerald  Graham,  Webster  Kellogg  and  Joe  Cook,  took 
upon  themselves  the  project  of  promoting  a  new  bowling  establishment  in  the  community. 
A  non-profit  corporation  was  formed,  to  be  known  as  the  F.O.E.  Bowling  Club,  of  Hart. 
Bonds  were  issued.     With  the  help  and  cooperation  of  the  members  of  Oceana  County  the 
bowling  lanes  became  a  reality.     In  the  spring  of  1974  contracts  were  awarded  to  the 
Hart  Farm  Bureau  and  the  Brunswick  Corporation  for  the  construction  of  a  building  and 
installation  of  bowling  equipment.     On  September  1,  1974,  the  F.O.E.  Bowling  Club,  of 
Hart,  was  opened  to  the  public.     Twelve  lanes  with  automatic  pinsetters  and  scorers 
are  now  in  use.     Presently  over  two  hundred  teams,  both  men  and  women,  are  now  bowl- 
ing weekly,  plus  senior  citizens,  junior  leagues  and  various  schools  throughout  the 

The  Oceana  Eagles  and  the  F.O.E.  Bowling  Club,  of  Hart,  are  proud  to  be  a  part 
of  Oceana  County  and  its  history.     We  have  invested  not  only  our  efforts,  but  also 
some  five-hundred-thousand  dollars  to  help  make  our  county  a  better  place  to  live 
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The  Oceana  County  4-H  -  Youth  Council  is  proud  to  have  sponsored 
this  Olde  Tyme  Plat  and  History  Book  for  you.  This  was  their  special 
Bicentennial  project  for  the  community  during  1976. 


COUNCIL  MEMBERS 


Mrs.  Walter  Kroll,  President  Mr.  Robert  Blackmer,  Jr. 
Mr.  Richard  Baxter,  Vice-president  Mrs.  Raymond  Brufladt 

Mrs.  David  Kemper,  Secretary  Mrs.  Vincent  Kacynski 

Mrs.  Ronnie  DeBrot,  Treasurer  Mr.  Robert  Fletcher 

Mrs.  Otto  Ernst  Pam  Holub 

Mr.  Joseph  Oomen  Judy  Studer 

JoAnne  Frantz  Mr.  Henry  Prillwitz 
Manuel  Avila 


We  extend  our  appreciation  to  the  following  people  who  gave  many 
hours  of  extra  work  in  making  this  book  become  a  reality: 


THE  OLDE  TYME  PLAT  AND  HISTORY  BOOK  COMMITTEE 


Henry  Prillwitz,  Chairman 

David  Gamble 

Maureen  Wiegand 

Loyal  Churchill 

Judie  Burmeister 

James  Young 

Lee  Evans 

Mary  Lou  Cullen 


Judy  Ernst 
Lowell  Rinker 
Robert  Fletcher 
Margaret  Knapp 
Margaret  Lukonic 
Marilynn  Littiebrant 
Andrea  Ay 
Rex  Royal 


And  to  the  following  supervisors  for  their  contribution  in  helping 
to  make  this  book  a  success: 


SUPERVISORS 


Milton  Olson  -  Benona 
Dwight  Essenberg  -  Colfax 
Byron  May  -  Elbridge 
George  Lindgren  -  Golden 
LeRoy  D.  Peterson  -  Hart 
Lawrence  Herin  -  Newfield 
Robert  Glover  -  Shelby 
Albert  Van  Bergen  -  Weare 


Richard  Balenci  -  Claybanks 
Gerald  Greiner  -  Crystal 
Forrest  Herin  -  Ferry 
John  Haga  -  Grant 
Peter  Osterman  -  Greenwood 
Peter  Herremans  -  Leavitt 
Wallace  Flynn  -  Pentwater 


And  last  but  not  least: 


Our  Publisher  -  Sir  Speedy  Instant  Printing 
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Mildred's  Beauty  Shop 

Murray    Fire  Fighting  Equipment 

Oceana  Rubbish  Removal 
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The  Don  Brubaker  Family 
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The  Dan  Highland  Family 

The  Edwin  Johnson  Family 
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Employee  and  customers  in  the  Farm  Bureau  Services 
Display  Room  during  the  early  1940's  when  cream 
separators  were  in  style.  Styles  may  change  but  it  is 
still  our  goal  to  provide  quality  supplies  and  services 
to  enable  farmers  to  have  more  profitable  enterprises. 


FARM  BUREAU  SERVICES  INC. 

3  E.  MAIN       HART  BRANCH       PHONE:  873-2158 


MUSKEGON 

FEDERAL 

SAVINGS 


424  STATE  STREET 
HART,  MICHIGAN  49420 
PHONE:  873-5697 


HOURS: 

DRIVE-UP 


9:00  A.M.  to  4:30  P.M. 


HOURS: 

DRIVE-UP  —  9:00  A.M.  to  4:30  P.M. 
LOBBY  —  9:30  A.M.  to  4:00  P.M. 
FRIDAY  —  9:00  A.M.  to  7:30  P.M. 
CLOSED  SATURDAYS 


200  years  ago,  farmers  organized  into  bands  of  Minute- 
men  to  fight  for  their  independence.  In  .1976,  the  chal- 
lenges have  changed,  but  the  need  to  organize  has  not. 
Through  Farm  Bureau,  farm  families  can  meet  the  chal- 
lenges on  the  farm  and  in  the  Legislature  with  aggressive 
programs  built  by  and  for  farmers.  Join  today  for 


^OPPORTUNITIES 


♦BENEFITS 


'SERVICES 


OCEANA  COUNTY  FARM  BUREAU 


REALTOR®      LOMBARD,  INC. 

REAL  ESTATE  &  INSURANCE 

FULL  LINE  REAL  ESTATE  SERVICE 
FULL  LINE  INSURANCE  SERVICE, 
INCLUDING  LIFE  INSURANCE. 


OCEANA 

MULTI 

LIST 

SERVICE 


IN  HART  CONTACT: 

Jim  Lombard,  Realtor  Agent 
208  Washington  St. 
Phone:  873-3400 


IN  PENTWATER  CONTACT: 

Bob  Hebblewhite,  Realtor  Agent 
328  South  Hancock  St. 
Phone:  869-5108 


MEMBER  -  F.S.L.I.C. 


THE'  'BANK 


Serving  Oceana  County  For  Over  Three  Quarters  Of  A  Century  With  Offices  In: 

Hart  New  Era  Pentwater 

Ph.  873-2117  Ph.  861-5190  Ph.  869-8731 


"  f null  IGtke  (iwr  Jntmat  Jn  four  Amwnt " 


Member  F.D.I.C. 


EU&COS  HOME  FUMISBISGS 

U.S.  31  NEW  ERA,  MICH.  PHONE  861-2222 

FURNITURE  -  CARPETING  -  DRAPERIES 


We've  come  a.  long  way  A*.nce.  qua  beginning  aji  thJj> 
mall  New  Via.  t>ton.e.  pZc£u/ie.d  -In  the.  eaxty  7 900  '4. 


SERVING  WESTERN  MICHIGAN  FOR  OVER  ONE-FOURTH  OF  OUR  NATIONS  1st  200  YEARS 

Visit 


BURCON'S  CARPET  SHOWCASE 
Downtown  Ludington 


